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From our

Rabbi
By Rabbi Marci Bellows

Conversation

with

Abigail Pogrebin
Lorin Klaris

I

was honored to have the opportunity
to speak with Abigail Pogrebin, a
hero of mine for bringing together two
of my favorite themes, Jewish identity
and Pop Culture, in her 2007 book, Stars
of David: Prominent Jews Talk About
Being Jewish. She currently serves as the
congregation president at Central Synagogue, NY, NY. She will be joining us at
CBSRZ for our next Books and Bagels
event on Sunday, March 5, to discuss her
latest book, My Jewish Year: 18 Holidays, One Wondering Jew, which comes
out this month.

It’s such a pleasure to talk to you. As
a rabbi, having read Stars of David
and about your own ambivalence
about being Jewish, I have to ask:
how in the world did you become a
synagogue president?
First, and that’s a great question, I would
correct a bit. I don’t think I had so much
ambivalence about being Jewish as ignorance about being Jewish and what it
meant. The ignorance, in a way, led to
giving up before I started… assuming it

Abigail Pogrebin

Continued on page 4
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was too late. Either you got this stuff in
your DNA, or your mother’s breast milk,
or your baby food, or else you didn’t. I
thought it was too overwhelming and I
was too behind to start. Stars of David
forced me to fill in the gaps because I
thought that the interviews I would do
would catch me in my ignorance, and
that I would be interviewing people who
knew more. I felt I should bone up on
the tradition and its texts. When I started
to study in preparation for those interviews, a door opened, which I didn’t
expect. It took me on a path I didn’t
expect. As you know, one door opens,
then ten more open, and each one was
fascinating. I wanted to keep going
down those hallways.
Jewish learning itself became a priority.
Because it was giving something back to
me. It was deepening and challenging —
it wasn’t just fixed, codified, or immovable, but it invites all of us in to engage
and wrestle and refract it through
our own lives today. So that was my
“eureka” — that this tradition could feel
so immediate. I became a rabbi groupie
and a learning addict. I started auditing
classes at JTS or seminars at Mechon
Hadar: The Independent Seminary, and I
started a Torah group in my own home.
Still, during that time, I didn’t have
a Jewish home. I didn’t grow up in a
synagogue that I felt like I belonged to,
literally and metaphorically, and I wasn’t
really looking for one. But then I went
to a Bat Mitzvah at Central Synagogue,
and it was one of those “clicks,” where
I felt like — this is where I need to be.
I started going to Shabbat services on
Fridays and was drawn into some of
their activities and volunteer opportunities. And the more and more they just

pull you in and keep offering more and
more. Suddenly, I was on the board, and
then I was asked to be president.
It is absolutely not a clear path that anyone would have guessed. When I was
an undergraduate at Yale, majoring in
English and Theater, that was not where
I thought I would end up. As a journalist, it was not my focus, but that’s really
where I spend my time now, both journalistically and personally.
But that was too long an answer…

No, it was perfect! I’m very personally interested. As a rabbi, we often
wonder, what is that magic “key.”
…or magic moment where things
turned.

Exactly. Do you see your new book
as part of that same trajectory?
Absolutely. The new book is, in a way,
“Abby’s Jewish Path, 2.0.” The more I
learned, the more I wanted to know. I
felt like I was missing the connecting
points, and that so much of the Jewish infrastructure is holiday-based and
cycle-based. If you are missing these, or
you don’t understand those tethers and
threads, you are actually missing the
scaffolding of the tradition. You look to
your right and left, and there is a Jewish holiday every five minutes. What are
these ancient rituals and fasts? Why are
observant Jews following them? Is it just
that they were raised to do it? There has
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to be power and meaning to them or so
many people wouldn’t hold on to them.
When I spoke with Leon Wieseltier for
my first book, Stars of David, he said
this line that stuck with me. He got
almost adversarial with me when I said
to him, “You know, a lot of the people
I am interviewing just don’t feel like
Judaism ‘does it’ for them. Like, it’s not
really value-added in their lives, and
that’s why they don’t prioritize it or
they’ve let it go.” And he said, “Talk to
me about rejecting something once you
understand it. I don’t really accept that
decision, or respect it, without someone
having taken the time to unpack it, to
engage it, to fight with it. Get in the fight
with it, and then tell me you’re bored by
it. Then tell me it doesn’t speak to you.
Then tell me it doesn’t come alive. “
To me, that was a personal gauntlet.
I realized you have to put skin in the
game, and it takes work. Judaism is very
demanding, but it gives a heck of a lot
back. He said, “I think we have no right
to overthrow the rituals and traditions
that made it all the way to us.” There’s
some obligation we have — not that we
have to be observant Jews, but we do
have to engage it.
It was a challenge for me that resonated
in a powerful way. I wanted to take on
the whole of it, not just piecemeal, but
rather through the arc of the year. Let me
research and understand what the entire
thing means. As you know, in Judaism,
everyone has their own answer about
how many holidays there are, but I was
trying to be as thorough as possible, to
hit all the marks, so no one could call
out, “Hey, Abby, you missed this one.”

How I chose to go at these holidays
was driven by my own curiosity, and
my own interest. It’s not at all that I am
prescribing that this is how to observe
Tu B’shevat or Shavuot, rather, I was
looking for ways to make these things
meaningful in 2014–2015, when I was
writing the book. I really challenged rabbis, essentially asking, “Tell me why this
isn’t boring or irrelevant.” Literally every
rabbi I called said, “yes,” from every
denomination. Everyone had a “way-in”
to every single holiday. Nobody was
stuck on meaning or threads of resonance. That’s the magic of this thing
— that is the magic that people are missing: how rich it is, how layered it is. If
I called you, Marci, every year to talk
about Pesach, you’d have something different to teach me every year.
[Rabbi Michael] Strassfeld, of Society for
the Advancement of Judaism, said to me,
“It’s all about where you are in your life
when these holidays come back around.
Relevance changes. I felt this especially during Chanukah one year. The
prayers didn’t change, the songs didn’t
change, the menorah didn’t change, but
I changed. That may not be profound for
some people, but it was for me.

Why do you think people get the
sense that the tradition is just rote
repetition? Did synagogues somehow fail them?
I want to be careful indicting institutional Judaism. David Ingber from
Romemu personalizes the aliyot — “if
anyone has been harmed by their Jewish
childhood, in terms of boredom, come
up for this aliyah!” It’s half humorous

and half true. People did get turned
off by viewing it as something you just
memorized. Questions weren’t welcome.
The thing that makes it alive is being
invited to turn it upside down. I sometimes get frustrated that the leaders are
not being as honest as they could be
about what people are feeling in
the pews.
When I was in the Bar/Bat Mitzvah circuit, when my kids were that age, I went
to a lot of Bar/Bat Mitzvah services. I
would say to myself, why would any of
these 12–13 year olds ever come back.
I’m not talking about bells and whistles,
but just explain a prayer before you say
it. Explain what we’re doing. Find those
moments to enliven or animate what you
are doing.

I read an interview where you talked
about your husband growing up in
Skokie, IL. I grew up in Skokie, too,
and I often think about growing up
in a place like Skokie, or like Manhattan, where it is so easy to be Jewish.
It’s in the water!

Yes, exactly. I wonder if those who
have to work harder at being Jewish,
or those who have chosen to be Jewish, who don’t grow up taking it for
granted, if they appreciate the tradition differently.
Leon Wieseltier spoke about this a lot,
because his wife converted to Judaism.
He was saying, he doesn’t fret over other
people’s Judaism. He doesn’t lose sleep
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over that. But over the intermarriage
or continuity questions, he said that he
doesn’t need anyone to be Jewish with.
He says, “I’m confident in my Judaism
the way I know it and practice it. I don’t
need it to be affirmed by my friends or
family.” However, his partner chose it,
and there’s a depth and, perhaps, a lack
of complexity, because she chose it, and
her observance is by design and wholly
voluntary. There can be guilt, baggage, a
sense of obligation that we carry with us.

What has stayed with you from your
year of following the holidays?
If there’s anything that was a theme
through nearly every holiday, it was,
“What are you doing?” Not what are you
feeling, not what are you doing for the
Jewish people. The holidays demand
of us — how are you helping someone
today? How are you doing your part in
the repair that is asked of us. Who is
hungry? Who’s in trouble?
That surprised me. It was completely
revelatory to me. It was a charge, over
and over again. It is not just about
your own personal, spiritual trajectory.
Whether or not I repeat these holidays, I
think, “What are you doing, Abby? How
are you using your time to help someone
else?” At this moment, a precarious one
for compassion, with an unleashing of
intolerance, that’s where the holidays’
mandate comes back to me. You might
have built your good life with your wonderful family, but what are you doing
right now to help others?
Abigail Pogrebin will be our guest at
Books & Bagels, March 5 at 9:30 a.m.

Religious Affairs At CBSRZ
Adults and Kids – Purim is Saturday,
March 11! Pull out those costumes and let’s
celebrate Purim together!

W

e will start the evening with a social hour from 5:00 – 6:00 pm. Wine and beer will be offered for a suggested
donation or you can BYOB. We might even have jello shots! Soft beverages will be available at no cost. We will
also have scrumptious savory hamentaschen and other hor d’oeuvres to munch on. At 6:00 we will settle in for
our Adult Spiel. Given the talent that we have in our congregation, this should prove to be very entertaining and enlightening evening. In addition to our actors, we will all be singing old Purim favorites with Meg Gister on the piano. Following the spiel, we can mingle over coffee and traditional hamentaschen and other desserts.
Rabbi Bellows will be judging the costumes and awarding prizes! So make sure you go all out in your costume design.
If you would like to be an actor in our spiel or help in any other way, please get in touch with Laura Roman, landdroman@gmail.com or 860-345-3583.

Yom HaShoah
Y

om HaShoah, also known as Holocaust Remembrance Day, occurs on the 27th of Nisan. Shoah, which means
catastrophe or utter destruction in Hebrew, refers to the atrocities that were committed against the Jewish people
during World War II. This is a memorial day for those who died in the Shoah. The Shoah also known as the Holocaust, from a Greek word meaning “sacrifice by fire.”
This year’s service, Sunday, April 23 at 7:00 PM, will be held at Temple Beth Tikvah in Madison. With the combined
leadership and music of the two synogagues, it is sure to be a beautiful and moving service.
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Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek
Congregational Passover Seder
Second Night of Passover – Tuesday, April 11, 2017
Seder begins at 6:00 pm followed by dinner at approximately 7:00.
CATERED BY OUR VERY OWN….BOB & LINDA ZEMMEL AND
ALFORNO RESTAURANT
MENU
Hard Boiled Egg and Salt Water
Chicken soup with Linda’s Matzoh Balls
Gefilte Fish with Two Horseradishes: Hot and Homemade Hotter
(mild also available)
Traditional Seder Plates
**Wine** BYOB
Ceremonial wine and juice will be provided. Please bring your own for dinner.
Braised Brisket Served With Its Pan Juices and Roasted Brussel Sprouts
Breast of Empire Chicken Stuffed with Wild Mushrooms
Fried Chicken Fingers a la Matzo Meal (FOR THE CHILDREN)
Roasted Seasonal Vegetables
Farfel Kugel
Arugula and Mesclun Salad with Vegetables
Grilled Asparagus and Grape Tomato Salad
Dessert
Linda’s Almond Macaroons
Assorted Coffees and Teas
Please join us as we come together to celebrate Passover – it’s always a delicious and spiritual experience. To add
a personal touch to the celebration, we ask you to bring your family Seder plate (we’ll provide the ingredients).
Rabbi Bellows will begin the service promptly at 6:00 pm. We recognize that it’s a week night and will strive to
be done by 8:30 pm.
Please send your reservation and payment to the synagogue office by Wednesday April 5 th. (PO Box 438,
Chester CT 06412). You may also call register online via the CBSRZ.org website, call (860-526-8920) or email
( office@cbsrz.org) your reservation with payment to follow. You must have a reservation in order to attend. If
you wish to sit with another family, we suggest you arrive no later than 5:30 to get seats together.
Name(s) ________________________________________________ Phone Number ________________
Member Adults

____x $36 = _________

Non-Member Adults _________ x $45 = __________

Member Kids (5 - 12) ___ x $10= _________

Non-Member Kids (5 - 12) ______ x $18 = __________

Member Kids (under 5) _____ free

Non-Member Kids (under 5) _____ free

We would like to donate $________ towards the purchase of a meal for someone who cannot afford to come to
our Seder.
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Art on

Main Street
C

onnecticut artists, Robert
Jacoby and Rita Brieger, will
be featured in our Main Street
Gallery during the months of February, March and April.

and dance including literature,
theatre and, of course, the visual
arts. Because duende has roots in

Jacoby retired as an academic veterinarian from the Yale School of
Medicine in 2004. In his more than
thirty years as an accomplished artist, he has exhibited in many juried
shows and shown in local galleries including Congregation Bethel
Keser Israel. His work is included
in two-dozen private collections
and at the Yale School of Medicine.
Jacoby and his wife, Marcia, have
lived in Guilford since 1971 and are
founding members of Temple Beth
Tikvah in Madison. They enjoy the
company of their two children and
five grandchildren.

Jacoby’s Artist
Statement
About seven years ago I switched
from figurative to abstract painting to explore”duende,” a concept
inherent to my favorite performing art — flamenco (strictly as a
viewer). Duende is the Dionyssian
force rising in a singer or dancer
that inspires blazing performance.
It embodies creativity and physical
artistry ranging from the subtle to
the flamboyant and from the tragic
to the elated, always with fiery
intensity. I see duende as a universal human capability. It is not surprising, therefore, that it energizes
many genres of art beyond music

Robert Jacoby, Duende 4
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the psyche, free ranging abstraction has been a rewarding means to
explore it.

with Alex Razin. Brieger’s paintings
have been exhibited in art shows
throughout Connecticut including Oxford Cultural Art (Best in
Show), the New Britain Museum of
American Art (2012-2016), the Hamden Art League (35 year member,
prizes 2000, 2001, 2016, Honorable
Mention 2008, 2011) and Paint and
Clay (2003-2016, painting purchased
2011 for permanent collection).
Having been married to the Rabbi
who led Temple Emanuel in
Orange, CT. for thirty-three years,
Brieger jokingly refers to herself as
the “Rebbetzin Emeritus.” She now
resides in Bethany, CT, where she
is the devoted grandmother to her
five-month old, twin granddaughters.

Brieger’s Artist Statement
As an artist I have learned that the
creative process is so hard and is, in
fact, unique for each individual artist. A work of art is a reflection of
the SOUL print of the artist. Art has
taught me so much about myself,
giving me a way to express myself
in ways that I had never before
been able to verbalize. I love to be
spontaneous, yet I need structure
in my life. My wardrobe is basically black, white and beige, but my
paintings often explode with color.
I do not like being told what to do,
yet I need direction.

Robert Jacoby, Options

My approach to painting varies in
emphasis between color and marks,
depending on the spontaneous
dialogue that emerges between my
psyche and a painting as the latter
takes form. This is all in service to
personal discovery about the meanings and mysteries of duende. The
result, not surprisingly, is stylistic
diversity that may seem confusing
to viewers looking for a consistent
“voice” in my work. This is a small
price I pay to stay authentic to my
internal compass.

Most people know Rita Brieger as a
Bridge teacher or the Rabbi’s wife
and are surprised to discover yet
another side of her...the artist. Since
Brieger’s graduation from the University of Connecticut in 1965, she
has studied watercolor, acrylic and
drawing, worked with four notable artists and taken workshops
with Beth Patterson, William “Skip”
Lawrence and Steve diGiovanni.
She has also been involved with
Encaustic Workshop, the Silvermine
School of Art and abstract painting

I have always loved abstract art.
One of my favorite quotes is from
author Azar Nafisi: “Never let reality
get in the way of imagination.”
I work primarily with acrylic paints
on canvas and paper. I often use a
combination of house paint, oil pastels, charcoal, Chinese markers and
acrylics. Layers of myself are painted
or applied until the right colors, textures and emotions come together to

Continued on page 10
9

Art of: Main Street Continued from page 9

Rita Brieger, Latin Beat

reflect my unique spirit and
personality.
The Jacoby-Brieger exhibit
will be at CBSRZ from February to April and can be
viewed Monday through Friday from 10AM to 3PM and
Sundays, 10AM – noon,

when Sunday School is in
session. A generous portion of the proceeds from
all paintings sold will be
donated to CBSRZ. An artist’s reception will take place
on April 9 from 3:00 – 4:30
PM. It is open to all at
no charge.

Rita Brieger, Old Factory Wall
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PHILIP SCHEFFLER
______________________

PURSUERS OF PEACE
AND JUSTICE AWARD
PRESENTATION
APRIL 8, 2017, 10:30 AM

T

he Philip Scheffler
Pursuers of Peace and
Justice Award will be
awarded to Andy Schatz on
April 8, 2017, at a Kiddush
luncheon in Andy’s honor,
immediately following Shabbat services, which begin at
10:30 AM. The Pursuers of
Peace & Justice Award was
created in 2015 to help mark
the centennial year of CBSRZ,
founded in 1915, when Rodfe
Zedek was formed in the town
of Moodus. The name of the
award is taken from the translation of the Hebrew name
of our blended congregation,
Beth Shalom, house of peace,
and Rodfe Zedek, pursuers of
justice.
On April 14, 2016, the award
was renamed to honor the

memory of Philip Scheffler, a
longtime member of CBSRZ
who passed away suddenly on
April 7, 2016.
The award is designed to commemorate the spirit of the
founders of our congregation
and to reflect the commitment
to religious tolerance and
social justice that still animates
our congregation 100 years
later. Phil Scheffler was committed to these ideals throughout his career as a television
news journalist that spanned
more than fifty years. The first
recipient of the award was
Martha Stone, a CBSRZ member and Durham resident, who
was honored at a service held
on November 14, 2015.
As exemplified by both Andy
Schatz and Martha Stone, the
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Portrait of Phil Scheffler

Continued on page 12

Pursuers of Justice and Peace Award Presentation Continued from page 11
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
of Connecticut (vice-president 20082010; president 2010-present) and as a
board and executive committee member of the national ACLU. Before law
school, Andy worked as a community
organizer for welfare and medicaid
issues. As a law student and later as
a lawyer he was able to combine forprofit class action litigation involving
securities, consumer and anti-trust
matters with pro-bono class actions,
including challenges to strip searches
of female arrestees, school segregation and government intrusion, and
has worked on a wide range of issues
concerning prisoners’ rights, disability
rights and discrimination against individuals with mental illness. In addition,
as a board member and officer of the
ACLU, Andy has worked toward influencing change wherever possible from
litigation to legislation and education.

Andy Schatz

Philip Scheffler Pursuers of Peace and
Justice Award is meant to be presented
to a person with ties to our area and
whose activities serve to inspire others
whose actions reflect the values inherent in the pursuit of peace and/or justice, values imbued deeply in the heart
of Judaism. Andy has been a member
of the CBSRZ Social Action Committee,
since 2011, and its chair, since 2012. A
lawyer by profession, Andy’s life has
been dedicated to activities dedicated
to social justice and civil liberties. He

is a graduate of Cornell University and
Harvard Law School, where he was
an Editor of the Harvard Civil Rights,
Civil Liberties Law Review. Among
several other non-profit organizations,
Andy has served as a board member
for Advocates for the Handicapped,
Chicago, IL; Legal Aid of Chicago;
West Hartford Community Television
(president 2007-2010); the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Hartford
(vice-president, 2010-2015, chair of
Grants Committee 2011-2014); and the
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During Andy’s tenure as chair of the
CBSRZ Social Action Committee (SAC),
it has continued to staff ongoing local
projects that seek to alleviate the effects
of poverty, including food drives and
meal sites for Shoreline Soup Kitchens
& Pantries in Chester and Deep River,
furnishing apartments for the homeless, clothing drives for kids and similar
projects. In addition, under Andy’s
leadership, SAC has come to support
and sometimes lead legislative efforts
aimed at gun control, children’s rights,
hunger and racial justice. SAC has also
worked to create more effective partnerships with other organizations. In cooperation with the Shoreline Basic Needs
Task Force, SAC members have helped
achieve 100% participation in school
breakfast and lunch programs and summer food programs for kids in Deep
River, Old Saybrook and Clinton, and
the committee has launched one of the
most successful implementations of the
ALICE initiative (focusing on the large
“Asset Limited, Income Constrained and
Employed” population in our area). It
is also working with United Action of
Connecticut, a group of approximately
ten faith communities in central Con-

necticut that have organized efforts to
support legislation, including mental
health initiatives, which SAC brought
to their attention. SAC has sponsored
forums and programs to further the
impact of its work on topics such as
anti-semitism, religious freedom, civil
rights, the BDS movement, criminal justice and prison reform, among others.
All of these initiatives, most of which
are open to the broader community, are
focused on embracing diverse people,
backgrounds and views.
In addition to celebrating Andy’s
achievements, during the morning
service and immediately following the
luncheon, we will be sharing stories

and reflections from the fascinating
career of Phil Scheffler, who was CBS
News’ first television street reporter,
a documentary producer and the
executive editor at 60 Minutes for
many years. Phil was 85 years old at
the time of his passing. He and his
wife Linda lived in Manhattan and also
had a home in Essex for decades. Phil
retired from 60 Minutes in June of
2003, and served as a consultant to CBS
News until a few years ago. In 1980, he
became the senior producer at 60 Minutes, handling the day-to-day responsibilities of the program. In that role, he
was the right hand of the broadcast’s
executive producer Don Hewitt, who
later named Phil as executive editor. As

executive editor, Phil had a direct role
in producing every report broadcast
from 1980 to 2003 – a period during
which 60 Minutes was the number-one
program in America five times.
In the course of the April 8, 2017 service and luncheon program, we hope to
have a thoughtful discussion about the
role of journalists post-election and on
the breaking news of the new presidential administration. We hope you will
join us to celebrate the memorable contributions of Phil Scheffler as a journalist and to honor the work Andy Schatz
has done and will continue to do as
chair of the CBSRZ Social Action Committee and in the broader community.

Books & Bagels
Suzanne Levine
Brings Grand Canyon to Chester

O

ur own Suzanne Levine reads from her
new collection of verse, Grand Canyon
Older Than Thought at a free Books
& Bagels program at 9:30 a.m., Sunday, April
23. Amy Bloom, the best-selling novelist, refers
to Suzanne’s book this way: “Suzanne Levine’s
new collection is wry. Moving. Surprising. A little autumnal (in a Parisian way). Like Szymborska, Levine is a poet of consciousness, loving the
world while seeing every dark and light inch of
it. You can peer in Grand Canyon for a long time
and be glad of it.”
This is Suzanne’s second book published by
Antrim House. The first was “Haberdasher’s
Daughter,” released in 2010.

Suzanne Levine
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Deborah Rutty

PICTURE GALLERY

Deborah Rutty

Deborah Rutty

Celebrating the Festival of Lights

Cantor Belinda, Neil Gottfried and Joel Salzman get ready for the Chanukah service.
Seth Lindenman holding Spencer who is enjoying his first
Hanukkah at CBSRZ
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Deborah Rutty

Paula Retsky

Celebrating after the concert with the winners of the iCRV Radio on-air ticket giveaway, Peter and Katie Haase.
Left to right: Ibby Carothers, iCRV Radio Executive Producer; Peter Haase; Kathy Kosins; Katie Haase; Maxine
Klein, CBSRZ President; David Zeleznik, Music & More Producer.

Deborah Rutty

Deborah Rutty

Bishop T. Charles Brantley and Rabbi Bellows radiate joy and
fellowship following the MLK service

Meg Gister plays the standards at the Dorothy Palmer Exhibit reception

Deborah Rutty

David Zeleznik

Detroit Jazz/Soul singer Kathy Kosins poses post-concert with pianist Earl MacDonald,
Director of Jazz Studies at Uconn.

Peg Palmer and her family at reception for her mother Sis Palmer’s exhibition of watercolors. Left to right: son
Gabe Hornung, Peg , daughter Sarah Hornung, brother Dick Palmer, and Rick Hornung
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Kathy Kosins in performance.

Deborah Rutty
Deborah Rutty

Deborah Rutty

Oneg table laden with dishes following Tina’s recipes, made by our congregants

Weekend Scholar-in-Residence cookbook author Tina Wasserman speaks about the
culinary diaspora of Jewish food

Cooking lesson participants listen as Tina Wasserman discusses techniques
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Deborah Rutty
Deborah Rutty

Reza Mansour and Michael Price conferring during visit to the Berlin Mosque.

Fabulous food served and eaten with smiles all around.

17

SOCIAL
ACTION

COMMITTEE NEWS

Legislative Action
in March: Mental
Health, Prison and
Children’s Issues
The Social Action Committee will host a
legislative forum at CBSRZ on March 8,
featuring Connecticut experts in areas of
prison and children’s issues and mental
health. Later in March, SAC will host “lobby
days” to encourage and assist CBSRZ
members to speak with their state legislators about specific legislation concerning
these issues.

in past years, and we look forward to
welcoming those organizations back.
SAC has also set aside March 28 and 29 for
legislative advocacy sessions at the State
Capitol in Hartford.As in past years, SAC
members will be assisting congregants in
efforts to lobby for social action priorities, including the specific issues and bills
discussed at the forum on March 8.

“The issues of concern to us over the
years appear ripe and overlap all these
subject areas,” said Andy Schatz, chair of
social action at CBSRZ and board president of the ACLU of Connecticut, who
will be moderating the forum.“Solitary
confinement, a priority for many years at
CBSRZ and with Jewish organizations such
as T’ruah, is a problem of prison reform
and mental health, and is especially brutal
with juveniles. Legislation addressing the
treatment of the 16-21 year olds at York
women’s prison addresses juvenile justice
— and may help address mental health.
At the forum, we’ll be exploring all these
issues and others that are critical to these
organizations and the populations they
serve — including measures to address
homelessness, sexting, the rights of immigrants and their children, and the failure
of our schools.”

Going to Prison —
Please Help

After input from congregants, the SAC met
in January and heard a detailed presentation from Ms. Stone about children’s issues
(see related article). Legislative leaders of
the ACLU-CT and NAMI-CT have addressed SAC-sponsored forums at CBSRZ

Andy Schatz, chair of SAC, and Linda
Rigono, long-time SAC member who
has been responsible for assisting with
many of the arts and books programs at
York, met in late January with the warden,
deputy warden and a supervisor in re-in-

Schatz noted once again the broad reach
of the CBSRZ community, which can be so
helpful at this time.“In this tough budgetary environment, legislators are looking for
ways to solve serious problems without
incurring significant cost, and some of
these issues seem tailored to this concern,”
Schatz noted. “Our congregants come
from so many legislative districts that we
could make a real difference.”
If you would like to help by meeting with
your legislator, please contact andy@
andrewschatz.com.

Deborah Rutty

The forum will feature three experts in
social justice initives: Martha Stone, SAC
member and executive director of the
Center for Children’s Advocacy; David McGuire, executive director of the American
Civil Liberties Union of Connecticut and an
expert on prison reform; and Thomas Burr,
the Communications Director for

the National Alliance on Mental Illness –
Connecticut. Each of these panelists has
worked extensively over the past few years
on issues at the legislature, and they will
discuss the need and prospects for action
in this critical time.

Bishop T. Charles Brantley leads the Restoration Springs Inter Denominational Church (Waterbury) choir at our MLK weekend service on Friday, January 13. The Social Action Committee,
which arranged for an exchange of visits between CBSRZ and the Berlin Mosque in February, is also arranging for a visit by CBSRZ congregants to the Restoration Springs church in Waterbury
church and similar cultural exchange visits with churches in the Middlesex County area.
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Financial literacy: Many of the prisoners,
particularly the younger women, have
never known concepts familiar to most
CBSRZ members, including maintaining a
checking account, balancing a budget and
prudent use of credit (not to mention
any concept of retirement planning). The
prison officials think such training could
be critical to prevent a return to prison.
SAC members have already begun working on establishing a training program
and have been in touch with financial
professionals. If you have a financial
and/or teaching background and
would help us in such a program (or a
similar program in the public schools),
please contact andy@andrewschatz.com.

Deborah Rutty

tegration services to discuss how CBSRZ
might best help York in this era of severe
budget cutbacks. In addition to discussing variations on our “Books for York”
program, the focus was on skills needed
for successful re-entry and re-integration
into society. We would like to hear from
any CBSRZ member who might help.

About 15 members of CBSRZ visited the Berlin Mosque on February 11 for a session of teachings and Q&A as well as a Middle
Eastern dinner, part of a series of cultural exchanges organized by the Social Action and Adult Education committees.

Jobs: There is a re-integration center at
York, which helps women with resumes
and interview skills, but there is a lack
of support for journeys beyond the
prison walls. Most important, of course,
is jobs. If you can offer a position, even temporary or on an
internship basis, please let us know.

ing focused in 2017 on York, now the only
women’s prison in Connecticut.Although
York houses all levels of prisoner, the reintegration services focuses on low-security
prisoners, generally already eligible for work
release programs in the community and
planning to leave the prison; as the warden
noted, however, news spreads quickly, and a
good program might help give direction to
women not scheduled for departure and
help accelerate the re-integration process.

Dress for Success: There is a need for
good clothing for the women to wear on
interviews or jobs. If you would like
to donate suitable clothes, please
let us know.

United Action
Connecticut Organizing for Action

Books: The administrators at York were
intrigued by the prospect of a book club
aimed at the 16–22 year old contingent
at York, to be held during 3–11pm (after
they finish school). In addition, although
York does not need more adult books
at this time, there appears to be a need
for kid’s books for the waiting rooms
used by the prisoners’ families. If you
would like to join SAC’s contingent for a book club, or donate
a children’s book, please contact
lrigono@sbcglobal.net.

United Action Connecticut (UACT) is
looking to expand its base as it continues to be advocates on current important issues for its member congregations in the central region and shoreline
of Connecticut.

Connecticut has become a leader in changing the approach to prisons. Programs
instituted under Governor Malloy and
Commissioner of Correction Scott Semple
have dramatically cut populations and
reduced recidivism. Special attention is be-

Recognizing that organizing must focus
on issues of importance to its members,
UACT recently brought together area
clergy, including Rabbi Marci Bellows, for
a clergy luncheon to discuss and identify
social justice issues important to these
leaders and their congregants.The UACT
board of directors, which includes CBSRZ
social action members Johanna Schaefer
and Linda Rigono, will now pursue action
on the many identified issues, including
immigration, mental health and domestic
workers’ rights.
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Although UACT has had significant
impact on specific legislative issues
over the past few years, it is attempting
to rebuild a broader coalition of faith
communities. UACT has had about ten
active congregation members for more
than ten years (when CBSRZ, the only
Jewish congregation member, joined),
but the organization had over twenty
congregation members well over a decade ago. The clergy luncheon was part
of an effort to grow the organization
around issues that matter to faith communities and resulted from meetings
among board and staff members, with
input from organizational experts.
Mark Kosnoff, Executive Director of
UACT, noted that CBSRZ has become
a leading member in UACT. “Congregation Beth Shalom has been a real leader
in social justice action for United Action Connecticut. I believe they are an
example of a congregation that understands what true social action is and
takes a pro-active approach within the
community to promote social justice.
Over the last few years UACT became
involved in both gun control legislation
and mental health awareness due to the
lead taken by CBSRZ. UACT Board of
Director members Linda Rigono and Johanna Schaefer have also been examples
of leadership, consistently volunteering
to help with UACT projects and taking action on social justice issues within
their personal lives.”

Continued on page 20

Amy Conley

Social Action Committee News Continued from page 19
thing about congregation groups supporting meal sites is the human connection that they form with the guests
and also with one another. Fellowship is
every bit as important for a meal site as
food, and the meal sites are blessed to
have diverse groups that provide both in
abundance.”
Following the Easter event, CBSRZ will
host meal sites in Chester on Sundays
June 11, September 3 and November
5; if you would like to volunteer at the
Chester Easter Dinner or later Sundays,
please contact Johanna Schaefer at johannadschaefer@gmail.com. To volunteer
at the Deep River Thursday meal site at
the Deep River Congregational Church,
please contact Debby Trautmann at debbytrautmann@comcast.net.

CBSRZ students and friends hope to “Stuff a Truck” with food at Stop & Shop on April 30 as they did last year.

Stuff A Truck Event to
Fight Hunger on April 30

Please contact debbytrautmann@
comcast.net or (860) 434-3623, with
questions or to volunteer.

On Sunday afternoon, April 30, please
help as we once again join forces to
fight hunger along the shoreline.

SAC TO AGAIN HOST
EXTRA CHESTER MEAL
SITE ON EASTER
SUNDAY

Students from our Religious School will
participate in our annual Stuff-a-Truck campaign at Stop and Shop in Old Saybrook.
Following their Religious School classes
and a pizza lunch, the students will be taken
to Old Saybrook to appeal to shoppers to
buy and donate food to Shoreline Soup
Kitchens and Pantries, which will supply a
list of most needed foods.
Adult help is needed between 11:30 and
3:30 for transportation and supervision.
And please put it on your calendar to shop
at Stop & Shop that afternoon to help us
maximize our food drive. You will be able
to join in the community’s fun, while fulfilling the Mitzvah to feed the hungry.
Stuff-a-Truck is part of a comprehensive
SAC program to fight hunger. In addition
to the successful annual High Holiday
food drives, food collection year-round
and meal sites in Deep River and Chester, SAC is working with the Shoreline
Basic Needs Task Force and other area
groups to address the causes of food
insecurity throughout Middlesex County.

Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek,
which sponsors meal sites both in Deep
River and Chester every three months,
has agreed to sponsor a special Easter
Sunday meal site in Chester on April 16.
“This is our second Easter, after having
been asked to fill in last year — it was
a Sunday meal site that was canceled in
prior years,” noted Andy Schatz, chair of
social action at CBSRZ. Johanna Schaefer,
who supervises the Chester meal sites,
which take place at the United Church
of Chester, added: “Just as we helped
out with the Christmas meal site in Old
Saybrook, it’s great that we are able to
free up many of our Christian friends on
Easter to spend their holiday with their
families and still make sure that we feed
those people in need in our community.”
Jeff Ward,Volunteer and Program Director of SSKP agreed: “The wonderful
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SAC MEMBERS TO
ATTEND CONSULTATION ON CONSCIENCE
Rabbi Marci Bellows, Andy Schatz and
Johanna Schaefer will attend the biennial
Consultation on Conscience social justice
leadership conference April 30 to May
2, 2017 in Washington, D.C. The conference is sponsored by Reform Judaism’s
Religious Action Center to empower the
Reform Jewish Movement through leadership development and opportunities
for network and community building,
learning and active dialogue. The goal is to
become proficient at approaching advocacy initiatives on the national and state
levels, with the final day of the conference
focusing on advocacy at Capitol Hill. Past
speakers have included elected officials,
activists, journalists, diplomats and other
community leaders.
In 2017, there will be a special focus
on issues of racial justice. Sessions will
include a focus on how to improve
organizing for voter suppression and the
staggering problem of mass incarceration
in America. “We share concerns about
many of the issues with our sister congregations all across America,” said Andy
Schatz, chair of social action at CBSRZ,
“and it should be helpful and instructive
to work together on some approaches to
these problems.”
Further details about the Consultation on Conscience can be found at

http://www.rac.org/what-consultationconscience; CBSRZ members should
contact andy@andrewschatz.com with
any questions.

Kids’ Counsel –
Martha Stone Helps
Direct SAC Actions on
Children

Martha noted that the backgrounds of
kids they represent make failure likely.
Schools are bad, and kids are “socially
promoted” despite failing grades and no
evidence of learning. The kids bounce
from foster home to residential facility
and back, without real homes — sometimes their lawyer is the only consistency in their lives. Most do not receive
adequate food except when they see
their lawyers (and then seek to bring
food home to their siblings).

Martha Stone, executive director of the
Center for Children’s Advocacy and
a member of the Social Action Committee, urged action this year on many
children’s issues. Martha, whose organization uses the moniker and internet
address “kidscounsel.org,” spoke at the
January meeting of SAC, sharing facts as
well as ideas for legislative and administrative reform.

And the results confirm Martha’s observations. She cited studies showing that
kids in facilities run by the Department
of Children and Families (DCF) have the
biggest education gap — 71% cannot
read at third grade level in third grade,
and 65% don’t do math at that level;
older kids do even worse, as 77% cannot
read and 92% cannot do the math. Some
proposals seek to address these prob-

lems, including use of “electronic educational passports” so the educational
record follows the child, even if kids are
moving or homeless.
Much of CCA’s legislative agenda is
tilted toward cost-neutral measures in
light of the state budget crisis. Current
proposals include extending immigrant
juvenile status to age 21, ensuring any
DCF discharge is to a setting rather
than to homelessness, collecting police
racial profiling data relating to youth,
and re-categorizing sexting, which currently can lead to more serious (felony)
charges against those under 14 years of
age than the (misdemeanor) charges
against those 14-16.
The children’s rights agenda will be
addressed along with other, and often
overlapping, issues at a forum on
legislative advocacy on March 8 (see
related article).

Debby Trautmann with her Madrichot at the soup kitchen, including (left to right) Madelyn Evans, Sara Gelven, Erin Brennan, Sadie Applegate and Katie Burzin.
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Meet the

Committee Chairs
E

ven the most casual observer
must notice that there is a
whole lot shaking at CBSRZ.
For much of that we have to thank
the individuals and committees that
have given their time and energy to
making our synagogue the lively cultural center that it is. But we could
always use more hands. In service
of that we have decided to provide a
brief run through of the current committees and committee chairs over
the next few issues. If you see any
areas that interest you or are in need
of your special skill set, please contact the chairs. I know that they want
your input and support.

Music & More
DAVID ZELEZNIK
David and his wife Maxine
Klein have been members of
the congregation nearly ten

years. David’s interest in music goes
back to his grandfather who was a
jazz drummer and booked acts for
shows for the military. In addition
to playing the banjo he has had a
career in project management. So he
has been able to use both halves of
his brain booking and arranging for
the great music that we have been
enjoying. He tells us that ticket sales
for The Maccabeats, coming March
19, are particularly brisk with a lot
of interest coming from outside the
congregation. So members should
buy tickets soon; it looks like it’s
going to be a sold-out show. The
committee meets every other month.
As spring appraches it will be deciding on what acts to book for 2018.
David would particularly like the
input of younger members. Whether
your tastes incline to Murray Perahia or the Flaming Lips, the Music &
More Committee wants to hear from
you.

Adult Education
ELLEN NODELMAN

David Zeleznik

Ellen was a member of the adult Bat
mitzvah class. From that memorable
experience the idea for the Adult
Education Committee was born.
Ellen says it provides the opportunity
for those with interest in a particular aspect of Jewish life to organize a program around it. Right now
the committee is in the middle of a
program exploring Jewish cooking
through the ages. The next event on
February 26 offers a taste of Jewish
cooking from the time of the Bible.
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Ellen Nodelman

Adult education in coordination
with the Social Action Committee
also sponsored last year’s enlightening series of introductory classes to
Islam. Together they continue the
outreach to the Muslim community
with a program on Islamaphobia and
an exchange of vistits between Beth
Shalom and the Berlin Mosque on
February 11, and there is an ongoing dialogue with black churches in
the area. Members of the committee
will also be assisting Rabbi Bellows
as she launches a new adult bat mitzah class and is organizing the intro
to Judaism she is presenting jointly
with Rabbi Mark Ekstrand of Temple
Emanu-El in Waterford.
Ellen has been a member of CBSRZ
since 2007. She is now retired from
teaching, where she was academic
dean of an independent high school
in Rockland County. The Adult Education Committee meets monthly on
Sunday mornings and is always looking for fresh faces and new ideas.

Chesed
LINDA SHERMAN
Linda has been a member of CBSRZ
since 2010. She moved up from the
D.C. area, where she worked for 32
years primarily as a national bank
examiner and then for Freddie Mac,
to be close to her father Art, a member of the synagogue. She describes
her background as suburban Jewish
and remembers her bat mitzvah with
great pride. She loves to sing and has
been a member of the choir since
she joined the CBSRZ.

help with those nearby who want to
help. Linda sees her role as a facilitator. According to the latest monthly
report there are 13 people who are
currently being served by the committee as well as 24 people who have
long-term issues. She also has a list
of nearly 40 people who are ready to
volunteer to reach out to congregants
in need. Chesed has also taken on the
responsibility of being of service in
end-of-life isses. The committee helps
with arranging shivas and taken on
the role of chevra kadisha (preparing
the body for burial). The committee is
always looking for volunteers. Linda
asks that anyone interested visite its
page on the CBSRZ web site. There
you will find information on the work
of the committee as well as an easy
form for those who want to volunteer
as well as for anyone who needs help.

Cemetery Committee
STU BAKER

Linda Sherman

Linda’s involvement with the Chesed
Committee stems from her early days
here when she was living in New London and had fallen ill. Meg Magida and
Marilyn White Gottfried surprised her
by showing up at her door with food
and comfort, and their visit meant so
much to her that she decided that she
would like to help others in the same
way. She has been the chair of the
committee for the last three years. Her
first action was to convince the board
to purchase a database program. Until
that time Rabbi Goldenberg had used
a word document to keep track of
congregants in need. Using her considerable analytical skills, honed at
spotting dodgy banks, Linda created a
database that includes the synagogue’s
complete membership and is continually being updated. She notes that
the congregation’s wide geographical
spread posed a particular challenge
for the committee. By referring to the
information in the database she has
been able to match those who need

Stu Baker has been chairing the Cemetery Committee for over fiften years. The
Committee instituted the chevra kadisha to organize and help congregants
navigate the funeral process. Originally,
the committee made sure that some one
accompanied the body in the period
before burial, although this function
has now been assumed by the Chesed
Committee. Its primary concern is caring for burial sites in the Deep River and
Moodus Cemeteries. Presently the committee is negotiating with the town of
Deep River to arrange for an expansion

in the area reserved for Jewish graves.
Stu relayed something that Rabbi Doug
told him many years ago: There is no
greater mitzvah than to do something
for someone who can’t thank you.
Stu and his wife Mar-C moved up
from Maryland in 1989 and joined
in 1990. He continues to work full
time for the APT Foundation in New
Haven as an addiction and substance
abuse counselor. He teaches the
shevet ahim class in Sunday school
and has served on the last two Rabbi
search committees. You can hear his
fine baritone at choir performances.

Education
KAREN BURZIN
Karen and her husband Jeff have been
members for 23 years. Although she
is not Jewish all three of her children
have gone through religious school
here and her daughter Katie is in the
gesher class and is a madricha. Karen
says when shefirst arrived and met
with Rabbi Doug she received such a
warm welcome that she immediately
felt connected to the community. In
addition to he role as chair of the Education Committee, she acts as facilitator for the play group that meets on
Sunday morning twice a month.

Karen Burzin

Stu Baker
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The Education Committee meets once
every six weeks Sunday morning.
Members discuss activities such as
celebrations for Hanukkah. Currently
it is looking for volunteers to help
with the upcoming Purim carnival.
The committee prepares the school
budget each year and presents it to
the Board for approval.

Continuing Our Culinar y Excursion
Through Jewish Histor y

I

f it’s spring, it must be …Rosh
HaShonah? Well, it may sound
strange but on March 26th, we
will be celebrating a joyous New
Year, Medieval French style. Noshing Our Way Through Jewish History is turning the clock back and
hosting a medieval Rosh HaShonah
Banquet to show how Jews in 12th
and 13th century France celebrated
the holiday despite the often parlous
times in which they lived. We will
have a wide ranging assortment of
historically accurate medieval Jewish dishes for your delectation, plus
wine to toast in a sweet new year
(prospects for the new year and

many of the dishes will be sweet,
the wine not necessarily so). We
encourage you to don your best
medieval apparel for the occasion.
This will be the third Noshing session for this year, following the
kick-off Tina Wasserman Weekend
in December and our Biblical Food
session in February. But it’s not
the last trip back into time – we’ll
be sampling Spanish and Converso
Cookery from the late Middle Ages/
early Renaissance on May 7th and
catching a glimpse of the way of
life that changed so radically for
Spanish Jews in 1492. Some of our
recipes come from records kept by

the Inquisition; others have been
handed down in Converso families.
And just as many of the French Jews
made their way to then-friendlier
territory in Eastern Europe and
brought some of their recipes with
them to become part of Ashkenazi
cooking, so Spanish Jews took their
recipes (and language) with them
as they fled Spain for refuge in the
Ottoman Empire, forming the foundation for Sephardic cooking. Something we will explore in our second
year when we travel in space, rather
than time, and sample the different
sorts of Jewish cuisine to be found
in different parts of the world.

Happy Birthday! Yom Huledet Sameach!

April

March
March 9

Morah Evelyn Foster

April 11

Sadie Applegate

March 11

Michele Sapozhnikov

April 24

Julian Randall

March 12

Sadie Smith

March 17

Bryce Connelly

Sara Gelven

March 24

Noa Kleinberg

March 27

Rabbi Bellows

March 28
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R E M E M B R A N C E
Memorial Plaques
Adar 3, 5777 to Nissan 4, 5777

Rosa (Mimi) Amarant
Luba Appell
Anna Axelrod
Frank Baker
Josiah Baker
Helen Baron
Hyman Baron
Ida Baron
Ann Beizer
Adelaide Bellows
Oscar Benson
Alfred Bernstein
Sara Bernstein
Irwin Braverman
Ida Breitman
Clara Breslow
Morris Breslow
Ruth Sacks Brice
Bea Bula
Beatrice Case
Lawrence Chaplick
Mania Chiat
Anthony Collins
Michael Cooperman
Rose Crair
Renee Davidson
Saul Davis
Irving Davis
Evelyn Diamond
Sylvia Diamond
Helen Ehrenwald
Celia Elson
Louis Feingold
Harry Frank
Mollie Frankel
Edward Freedman
Joseph Friend
Eloise Gersh

Yahrzeits

Celia Gilman
Aaron Gilman
William Ginburg
S. Leonard Ginsberg
Victoria Glassenberg
Florence Goldstein
Mitzi Goldstein
Rose Goldstein
Ida Gottfried Ritter
Benjamin Greenwald
Pasquita Guttman
William Herzog
Raymond Hickey
Max Hitchmann
Sidney Horton
Gertrude Jackoway
Bernard Jacobson
Frieda Jaffee
David Kalet
Anna Katz
Samuel Kleinberg
Sheldon Kutnick
Shirley Lander
Sarah Levine
Dorothy Luchnick
Anna Mager
Max Mager
Irving Mallis
Clara Confino Michael
Celia Milavsky
Ursula Schurman Miller
Bernard Nirenstein
Isaac Oppenheimer
George Palmer
Samuel Palmer
Bessie Pear
Esther Peckeroff
Isidore Peckeroff
Debra Mellion Prastien
Leah Price
Samuel Resneck

Adar 3, 5777 to Nissan 4, 5777

Rosa (Mimi) Amarant - mother of George Amarant
Frank Baker - father of Stu Baker
Josiah Baker - uncle of Stu Baker
Adelaide Bellows - grandmother of Rabbi Bellows
Alfred Bernstein - father of Jeff Bernstein
Sara Bernstein - mother of Jeff Bernstein
Irwin Braverman - father of Barbara Infeld
Morris Breslow - father-in-law of Estelle Breslow
Beatrice Case - wife of Lewis Case and mother of
Edmund and Wendy Case
Mania Chiat - mother of Maia Chiat
Anthony Collins - husband of Alva Greenberg
Rose Crair - grandmother of Michael Crair
Renee Davidson - mother of Shari Foley
Saul Davis - uncle of Stephen Davis
Irving Davis - husband of Eva Davis and father of
Arnold Davis
Evelyn Diamond - mother of Barbara Mason
Sylvia Diamond - aunt of Ellen Friedman
Helen Ehrenwald - mother of Melanie Greenhouse
Edward Freedman - husband of Anne Freedman
Joseph Friend - father of Sheila Friend Byrne
Eloise Gersh - grandmother of Rabbi Bellows
Celia Gilman - mother of Aaron Gilman
Aaron Gilman - husband of Betty Gilman
S. Leonard Ginsberg - father of Marlene Scharr
Victoria Glassenberg - mother of Albert
Glassenberg
Ida Gottfried Ritter - great aunt of Ellen Gottfried
Benjamin Greenwald - dear friend of Maxine
Leichtman
Pasquita Guttman - mother of Evelyn Foster
William Herzog - husband of Sandra Herzog
Raymond Hickey - former husband of Revalyn
Klein Hickey
Max Hitchmann - friend of Gene & Marilyn Kalet
Sidney Horton - father of Joan Horton
Gertrude Jackoway - mother of Rita Fink
Bernard Jacobson - father of Beth Laites
David Kalet - father of Gene Kalet
Shirley Lander - mother of Marjorie Lander
Dorothy Luchnick - mother of Lois Glazer
Anna Mager - mother of Estelle Breslow
Max Mager - bother of Estelle Breslow
Irving Mallis - father of Linda Rigono

William Mitchell Roberts
Miriam Rosenberg
Helen Frances Rosenkrantz
Louise Ross
Howard Samuel Ruben
Louis Sacks
David Timothy Samburg
Rita Samuels
Philip Scheffler
Walter Schonfeld
Yetta Schreiber
Arnold Schur
Evelyn Schwolsky
Bernard Shenkman
Syd Slater
Adele Small
Helen Sockut
Annette M. Sollins
Jack Swidler
Jack Trepel
Brenda Udoff
Fred Wackenhut
Todd Wahl
Robert Wass
Morton Weiner
William Weiner
Rose Weinstein
Barry White
Esther Wilkes
Ira Wolmer
Dora Zarchin

Memorial Plaques
Nissan 5, 5777 to Iyar 5,5777

Abraham Abramowitch
Estelle Salowitz Alcon
Harold Baron
Max Baron
Nathan Baron
Caroline Baskin

Nahum Ben Joseph Baum
Jay Bellows
Helen Bloom
Thomas Ray Bowin
Howard Bruno
Louis Chorches
Gary Coblens
Susan Cohen Glassberg
Jennie Cohen
Anna Cooperstock
Bertha Diamond
Jennie Dietch
Betty Drilich
Ruth Elgart
Dora Elkin
David Ernstoff
Irene Fielding
Nathan Franklin
Samuel Gersh
Goldie Ginsberg
Goldie Glassman
Sarah Hilda Glazer
Doris Davison Goldberg
Beatrice Goldenberg
Millie Goldfarb
Benjamin Goldstein
Samuel Goldstein
Shirley Goller
Anna Gottfried
Susan Herty
Shirley Bob Hesslein
Lili Ickovics
Lena Jacobs
Fred Lake
Harvey Lander
Sol LeWitt
Pessie Lisnick
Franklyn B. Mellion
Abraham Melter
Salphie Meninksy
Samuel Merriam

Clara Confino Michael - aunt of Evelyn Foster
Ursula Schurman Miller - step-mother of Sue
Levine
Bernard Nirenstein - father of Nancy Schwarz
George Palmer - father of Peg Palmer
Debra Mellion Prastien - sister of Eileen Ilberman
William Mitchell Roberts - brother of Justine Redak
Helen Frances Rosenkrantz - sister of Revalyn Klein
Hickey
Louise Ross - mother of Jonathan Ross Wiley and
dear friend of Ethan Goller & Rona Malakoff
Howard Samuel Ruben - beloved parent of
Michael Peck
David Timothy Samburg - son of Jonathon & Mary
Samburg
Rita Samuels - mother of Palmer Morrel-Samuels
Philip Scheffler - husband of Linda Scheffler
Walter Schonfeld - uncle of Melanie Greenhouse
Evelyn Schwolsky - mother of Peter and John
Schwolsky
Syd Slater - wife of Bernard Slater
Adele Small - grandmother of Lisa Connelly
Jack Swidler - father of Clo Davis
Brenda Udoff - mother of Erica Udoff
Fred Wackenhut - father of Lynda Wilkes
Todd Wahl - friend of Rabbi Bellows
Robert Wass - father of Kathy Binder
Morton Weiner - husband of Roni Berson Weiner
William Weiner - father of Eva Davis
Barry White - friend of Revalyn Klein Hickey and
David Hays & Nancy Varga
Esther Wilkes - mother of Dan Wilkes
Dora Zarchin - mother of Lorraine Klappolz and
Sandra Herzog

Yahrzeits

Nissan 5, 5777 to Iyar 5,5777

Estelle Salowitz Alcon - mother of Hyla Cohen
Caroline Baskin - mother of Linda Pinn
Jay Bellows - grandfather of Rabbi Bellows
Helen Bloom - mother of Lary Bloom
Thomas Ray Bowin - father of Jackie McKown
Howard Bruno - father of David Bruno
Louis Chorches - father of Samuel Chorches
Gary Coblens - cousin of Barbara Edelson
Susan Cohen Glassberg - sister of Hila Rosen
Jennie Dietch - mother of Susan Peck
Betty Drilich - cousin of Johanna Schaefer

Condolences are extended to:

Joan Morse
Joseph Notkowitz
Samuel Pear
Bennet Pearl
Lillian Peck
Jose Peraza
Howard Peterson
Anna Pivnick
Seymour Pivnick
Simon Polstein
Esther Ronor
Hilda Rosenthal
Yetta Rothenstein
Hermine Samburg
Minna Samuels
Marilyn Savitt
Morris Schulman
Henry Schwam
Vera Schwarz
Joyce Simon
Mandel Slater
Luis Sobrino
Herman Sondak
Mollie Spatz
Esther Sprague Sparks
Elizabeth Sprecher
Aryeh Stein-Azen
Mary Stein-Echter
Tillie Steinberg
Eric Stockton
William Stotts, Sr.
Rita Sumner
Flo Taubman
Bertha Torres
Howard Triest
Benjamin Weber
Dora Weiner
Sidney Winakor
Daniel Wolff

David Ernstoff - father of Jon Ernstoff
Irene Fielding - grandmother of Irving Friedman
Samuel Gersh - grandfather of Rabbi Bellows
Goldie Ginsberg - mother of Marlene Scharr
Goldie Glassman - grandmother of Ron and
Richard Glassman
Beatrice Goldenberg - grandmother of Rabbi
Goldenberg
Shirley Goller - mother of Ethan Goller
Anna Gottfried - grandmother of Ellen Gottfried
Susana Herty - sister of Mar-C Peraza-Baker
Shirley Bob Hesslein - mother of Laura Hesslein
Lili Ickovics - aunt of Jeannette Ickovics
Lena Jacobs - mother of Stephen Jacobs
Harvey Lander - father of Marjorie Lander
Sol LeWitt - husband of Carol Lewitt and father of
Sofia and Eva LeWitt
Franklyn B. Mellion - father of Eileen Ilberman
Abraham Melter - grandfather of Laura Roman
Salphie Meninksy - father of Daryl Meninsky
Samuel Merriam - grandfather of Jeff Merriam
Joan Morse - mother of Terry Bernstein
Samuel Pear - father of Marty Pear
Bennet Pearl - uncle of Susan and Charles Savitt
Jose Peraza - father of Mar-C Peraza-Baker
Howard Peterson - father of Pamela Crair
Hermine Samburg - mother of Jon Samburg
Marilyn Savitt - mother of Susan and Charles
Savitt
Henry Schwam - father of Elias Schwam
Vera Schwarz - mother of John Schwarz
Joyce Simon - mother of Ken Simon
Mandel Slater - brother of Bernard Slater
Luis Sobrino - uncle of Bianca Gonzalez-Lesser
Esther Sprague Sparks - step-mother Shelley
Sprague
Aryeh Stein-Azen - couse of Stephen Davis
Mary Stein-Echter - aunt of Barbara Beckerman
William Stotts, Sr. - father of Bill Lander
Rita Sumner - sister of Steve Nadler
Flo Taubman - mother of Si Taubman
Bertha Torres - mother of Nancy Varga
Howard Triest - uncle of Lynn Coville
Benjamin Weber - father-in-law of Corinne Weber
Dora Weiner - mother of Eva Davis
Daniel Wolff - husband of Jacqueline Wolff

Please remember to inform Linda Sherman, chair of the Chesed Committee, if you or
someone you know is ill, in need of help, or has experienced a death in the family...

Corrine & David Weber and Marcia & Arthur Meyer, on the loss of Corinne’s uncle
and close friend of the Meyers, Henry Landauer
Seth Lindenman and Rabbi Bellows, on the loss of Seth’s uncle, Marvin Hochberg

25

...Our Chesed Committee is here to help.

3 ADAR4 NISAN,
5777

MARCH

2017
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1

3 ADAR

8:00 am Morning Minyan
4:15 pm - 5:45 pm Kadima
(Gr 4-7)

5

7 ADAR

6

8 ADAR

9:30 am Books and Bagels with
Abigail Pogrebin
11:00 am Religious Affairs
Committeer
11:30 Music & More Committe
9:30 am - 12:00 pm Kadima
11:30 am - 1:30 pm Gesher
11:30 am - 1:00 pm Makom

12

14 ADAR

Purim

13

15 ADAR

9:30 am - 10:15 am Hatchala
(Birth to 4 Years)
9:30 am - 12:00 pm Kadima
(Gr K-7)
9:30 am Purim Spiel and
Carnival

19

21 ADAR

20

22 ADAR

9:30 am - 12:00 pm Kadima
(Gr K-7)
5:00 pm Music & More with the
Maccabeats

26

28 ADAR

Masah NY Trip (Gesher/Confirmation)
9:30 am - 10:15 am Hatchala
(Birth to 4 Years)
9:30 am - 12:00 pm Kadima
(Gr K-7)
3:00 pm - 6:00 pm Adult Ed:
Historical Jewish Foods Part II:
Medieval

7

9 ADAR

29 ADAR

10 ADAR

2

4 ADAR

11

16

21

22

23 ADAR

28

1 NISAN

Legislative Advocacy at State
Capitol
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal

24 ADAR

8:00 am Morning Minyan
4:15 pm - 5:45 pm Kadima
(Gr 4-7)
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Adult B'nai
Mitzvah

29

2 NISAN

Legislative Advocacy at State
Capitol
8:00 am Morning Minyan
4:15 pm - 5:45 pm Kadima
(Gr 4-7)

26

6 ADAR

10

11 ADAR

15

8:00 am Morning Minyan
4:15 pm - 5:45 pm Kadima
(Gr 4-7)

4

9

14

3:00 pm SSKP Board meeting
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal

5 ADAR

9:00 am Torah Study

12:00 pm Lunch and Learn
7:00 pm Board of Directors

17 ADAR

3

SATURDAY

6:00 PM Shabbat across
America

8:00 am Morning Minyan
4:15 pm - 5:45 pm Kadima
(Gr 4-7)
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Legislative
Forum

16 ADAR

FRIDAY

7:00 pm Religous Affairs

5:30 pm Facilities Meeting
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm Social Action
Committee
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal

27

8

THURSDAY

12 ADAR

7:30 pm Erev Shabbat service

13 ADAR
Erev Purim

9:00 am Torah Study
5:00 pm Erev Purim Spiel and
Celebration

18 ADAR

17

19 ADAR

7:30 pm Erev Shabbat service
with Choir

23

25 ADAR

Deep River meal Site 4:00–6:00
pm
7:00 pm Executive Committee

30

3 NISAN

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm Deep River
Soup Kitchen

24

26 ADAR

7:30 pm Erev Shabbat service
with Lay Leader

31

4 NISAN

7:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service
with Piano

18

20 ADAR

9:00 am Torah Study
10:30 am Shabbat service and
bar mitzvah of Joe Mercier

25

27 ADAR

9:00 am Torah Study

5 Nisan4 IYYAR,
5777

APRIL

2017
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

5 NISAN

9:00 am Torah Study
11:30 am CBSRZ/PJ Library
Program at the Clinton Library

2

6 NISAN

3

7 NISAN

9:30 am - 10:15 am Hatchala
(Birth to 4 Years)
9:30 am - 12:00 pm Kadima
(Gr K-7)
11:00 am - 12:00 pm Living
Haggadah & Open House
11:30 am - 1:00 pm Makom
(Gr 10)
4:00 pm Women’s Seder

9

13 NISAN

No Kivvun - Spring Break
11:00 am Adult Education
Committee
3:00 Jacoby and Brieger Art
Reception

16

4

8 NISAN

5:30 pm Facilities Meeting
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal

10

14 NISAN
Erev Passover

17

5

9 NISAN

8

12 NISAN

13

14

Passover

Passover

Office Closed
3:00 pm SSKP Board meeting
6:00 pm Congregational
Passover Seder

No Kivvun - Spring Break
8:00 am Morning Minyan

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm Lunch
& Learn
7:00 pm Board of Directors

7:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service
with Yizkor with Choir

9:00 am Torah Study

18

19

20

15 NISAN

22 NISAN

16 NISAN
Passover

No Kivvun - Spring Break
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm Chester
Meal Site

Office Closed

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal

23

24

25

26

30

11 NISAN

12

11

Passover

8:00 am Morning Minyan
4:15 pm - 5:45 pm Kadima
(Gr 4-7)

28 NISAN
Yom Ha-Shoah

7

7:00 pm 1st Friday Erev Shabbat 9:00 am Torah Study
Service
10:30 am 2nd Saturday Shabbat
Service & Kiddush Luncheon
honoring the Philip Scheffler
Pursuers of Peace and Justice
Award recipient

21 NISAN
Passover

27 NISAN

10 NISAN

7:00 pm Religious Affairs

20 NISAN
Passover

9:30 am Books & Bagels with
Suzanne Levine
9:30 am - 10:15 am Hatchala
9:30 am - 12:00 pm Kadima
11:30 am - 1:30 pm Gesher
11:30 am - 1:00 pm Makom
12:00 pm - 3:00 pm Stuff-a-Truck
7:00 pm Joint Erev Yom
Hashoah Service (Madison)
wih Choir

6

Megillah Deadline
8:00 am Morning Minyan
4:15 pm - 5:45 pm Kadima
(Gr 4-7)
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Adult B’nai
Mitzvah

29 NISAN

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal

23 NISAN

30 NISAN

8:00 am Morning Minyan
4:15 pm - 5:45 pm Kadima
(Gr 4-7)
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Adult B’nai
Mitzvah

4 IYYAR

9:30 am - 12:00 pm Kadima
(Gr K-7)
2:00 pm - 3:30 pm Adult B’nai
Mitzvah
5:00 pm Music & More with
Dalia Lazar

27

17 NISAN
Passover

27

24 NISAN

1 IYYAR

7:00 pm Executive Committee

21

18 NISAN

25 NISAN

15

22

19 NISAN

26 NISAN

5:45 pm Early Erev Shabbat
Service, followed by Shabbat
dinner in Congregants’ homes
(RSVP Required)

Prison Outreach Project
9:00 am Torah Study in the
Sukkah

28

29

2 IYYAR

7:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service
with Piano

3 IYYAR

9:00 am Torah Study
10:30 am Shabbat service and
bat mitzvah of Noa Kleinberg

55 East Kings Highway
PO Box 438
Chester, CT 06412

The Whole Megillah
may be viewed
in color on the web at
www.cbsrz.org

Many thanks to these
recent Oneg sponsors
Social Action Committee
Adult Education Committee
Maxine Klein and David Zeleznik
Susan & Philip Fine

Land
CALL TODAY

for the best land and cruise
packages available and ask
for special all-inclusive rates!

&cruise
VA C AT I O N S

Shelley Sprague and Steven Barasz
Ray & Liz Archambault
Tom & Sue Baehr

MARC BOKOFF
WHERE SERVICE IS MORE THAN A WORD

844.768.2799
www.bookthatescape.com
marc.bokoff@CruisePlanners.com
bookthatescape @sendmecruising

FST# ST39068 • CST# 2034468-50

Liz Jones and Ali Rosenblum

