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J   ust a few days ago, 13 members of the 
CBSRZ family returned from an intensive, 

educational, and spiritual experience in 
Boston: we attended the Union for Reform 
Judaism Biennial in Boston. 

What is the biennial? A five-day conven-
tion during which time Reform Jews, from 
all over the world, come together to learn, 
network, pray, sing, and have fun together. 
There were more than 5,500 people in 

attendance over the duration of the confer-
ence, and there was something for eve-
ryone. Attendees could choose to attend 
workshops on topics related to Strengthen-
ing Congregations, Youth Engagement, 

By Rabbi Marci Bellows

   From our

Rabbi
Shalom, Chaverim
—Hel lo , f r iends ,

Continued on page 4Column listing attendant congregations.
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From Our Rabbi  Continued from page 3

January 1, 1882—Ellis Island opens as an immigration 
center.
January 15, 1965—PLO founded.
January20, 1943—At the Wannsee Conference the 
Nazis decide upon the “final solution.”
January 25, 1949—David Ben Gurion elected first prime 
minister of Israel.
January 27, 1945—Auschwitz Birkenau liberated by the 
Russian army.
January 28, 1916—Louis Brandeis is the first Jew to be 
appointed to the Supreme 
Court.
February 1, 2002—American journalist Daniel Pearl is 
executed by his captors.
February  3, 1943—SS Dorchester torpedoed. Four 
chaplains give up their life jackets joining in prayer as 
the ship went down.
February 5, 1997—The “Big Three” Swiss banks create a 
fund for Holocaust reparations.
February 12,  1924—Premiere of George Gershwin’s 
Rhapsody in Blue.
February 14, 1949—The Knesset convenes for the first 
time.
February 23, 1945—Joe Rosenthal takes the unforget-
table photograph of American soldiers raising the flag 
over Iwo Jima.

Deaths of famous Jews
January 2, 2006—Jan Murray, actor.
January 3, 1974—Samuel Goldwyn, movie producer
January 8, 1975—Richard Tucker, opera singer
January 9, 2011—Debbie Friedman, singer and com-
poser for the guitar
January 10, 2000—Hedy Lamarr, actress
January 11, 2014—Prime Minister of Israel, Ariel Sharon
January 13, 1980—Andre Kostelanetz, conductor
January 13, 1966—Sophie Tucker, entertainer
January 19, 1990—Arthur Goldberg, Supreme Court 
Justice
January 25, 1990—Ava Gardner, actress
January 26, 1973—Edward G. Robinson, actor
January 28, 1996—Jerry Siegel, co-creator of Superman 
February 5, 1967—Henry Morgenthau, Secretary of the 
Treasury
February 10, 2005—Arthur Miller, playwright
February 11, 2015—Bob Simon, newsman
February 12, 2014—Sid Caesar, comedian
February 22, 1998—Abraham Ribicoff, Connecticut Gov-
ernor and Senator
February 22, 1965—Felix Frankfurter, Justice of the 
Supreme Court 
February 24, 1998—Henny Youngman, comedian
February 29, 2015—Leonard Nimoy, actor (Mr. Spock)

Jewish Trivia  for January and february courTesy of norman hanenbaum

Audacious Hospitality, Tikkun Olam, Trans-
forming Texts, Music, and more. 

As someone who grew up in Reform Jewish 
camps, participated in NFTY youth group, 
worked in a number of Reform Jewish organ-
izations, and serves as a rabbi, it was hard to 
walk more than ten feet in any direction with-
out walking into a friend or colleague. I got to 
sit next to my childhood rabbi from Skokie, 
IL, during Friday night’s Shabbat service. I 
was able to catch up with a rabbinic class-
mate who now lives and works in London. 
A religious school teacher of mine gave me a 
huge hug hello and the decades fell away. In 
truth, this is a family reunion. 

Those of us who work diligently in “Con-
gregation-Land” (as Rabbi Richard Address, 
director of Jewish Sacred Aging, likes to call 
it) can often get lost in our own communi-
ties. We might get stuck in a rut, feel less than 
inspired, or feel isolated in some way. Some-
times, run-of-the-mill challenges and drama 
can become all-consuming, and thus we for-

get that there is an enormous world of other 
dedicated, caring, and involved Reform Jews. 
Coming to Biennial is the perfect antidote — 
we leave feeling invigorated, recharged, and 
reconnected. We have been reminded that 
we are part of something much larger than 
just our own synagogues — we are part of a 
movement, a community, and a PEOPLE. 

In addition to learning about best practices 
and principles for all sorts of synagogue-
related topics, we also had a chance to 
learn about many “big picture” issues, as 
well. During plenary sessions, we were 
addressed by Senator Elizabeth Warren, 
Governor Charlie Baker, Rev. Dr. William J. 
Barber, Rabbi David Stern (president of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis), 
Rabbi Rick Jacobs (president of the URJ). 

Our delegates voted on Resolutions focused 
on Protecting Individuals at Risk of Depor-
tation, Religious Equality in Israel, Respond-
ing to the Global Refugee Crisis, Addressing 
Student on Student Sexual Violence in 

Schools, Addressing the Impact of Climate 
Change, and Pursuit of Racial Justice. 

And, then, there’s Shabbat… Imagine, if you 
can, praying in one room with more than five 
thousand other Jews who love being Jew-
ish, and who are choosing to be there in that 
moment. The feeling is indescribable. We 
sang, danced, clapped, swayed, and prayed 
as one. We welcomed the Shabbat bride, took 
a collective deep breath together, and were 
carried along the waves of music and spirit. 
Personally, it was quite special to pray along-

side our fellow CBSRZ members, rather than 
in front of them on the bimah. We were able 
to put our arms around each other and sing, 
and I treasured each moment.

I warmly encourage all of you to consider 
attending Biennial in the future. The next 
one, in 2019, will be held in my homeland 
of Chicago. Join us there!

L'shalom,

Rabbi Marci N. Bellows 
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In Israel, Tu B’Shevat, the Birth-
day for Trees, is celebrated at the 
time of year when, drawn from 

the roots by the warmth of the sun, 
sap starts running up the trees, just 
under the bark, carrying nutrients 
to the branches. In appreciation of 
the gifts given us by trees, we hold a 
seder during which we celebrate this 
return of life, the promise of a fruit-
ful year. It is a treat for the senses. 
We celebrate with typical Israeli 
fruits and nuts, juices and wines, 

which are exquisite and varied in 
color, taste, aroma and texture. The 
fruits have strong skins we must 
peel or break, stones we do not 
swallow, and there are those that we 
can eat in their entirety. The tastes, 
blessings, narratives, songs and the 
company we share at this seder table 
bring us joy as we anticipate the 
reawakening of nature in the spring. 

The Tu B’Shevat seder program will 
begin at 11:00 am on Sunday, Janu-

ary 28 and last approximately 1-1/2 
hours.  All congregants are welcome 
and encouraged to participate. We 
will all share in the responsibility 
of supplying many of the delicious 
fruits and nuts. If you would like to 
help with the slicing and plating of 
fruits and nuts and getting the table 
ready for the seder, please contact 
Liz Jones at sagenbasil@aol.com 
or (860) 391-3561.  More detailed 
information will be included in the 
Weekly E-mails.

Pn Purim is Coming! And 
it’s going to be our big-
gest and best celebration 

ever! Don’t miss out! 

Mark your calendars for Satur-
day February 24! The festivities 
will begin at 5pm!

This year we are combining 
everything you love about 
Purim into a one-night smorgas-
bord of fun for all ages! We will 
have our carnival, Purim spiel, 
music, megillah and of course 
lots of food and drink to keep 
the party going!

If you would like to be involved 
in helping with party planning 
or if you would like to partici-
pate in the spiel, please contact 
Tracy Kleinberg at tjkleinberg@
gmail.com.  Stay tuned for more 
information via the weekly 
email.

IT’S A BIRTHDAY PARTY 
FOR TREES!

celebraTe Purim!

Religious Affairs At CBSRZ
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Adult Education 
Committee’s  
Coming Attractions!

Looking in the rearview mirror, 
the AEC’s 2017-2018 season got 
off to a good start with the first 

Books & Bagels of the year, aptly 
named Books & Bagels & Brunch 
(and what a brunch it was!) to cel-
ebrate the book launch of HOUSE 

OF PEACE AND JUSTICE: The First 

One Hundred Years of Congregation 

Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek. A record 
crowd showed up and many copies 
of the congregation’s very own his-
tory were sold — but more are still 
available. So anyone who missed the 
event should call the office and get 
a copy.

On December 17, still in the plan-
ning stage as of this writing, the 
next installment of Noshing Our 
Way through Jewish History, will 
be held: the social hall transformed 
into a great Medieval Hall where Rav 
Avraham will hold court, and medi-
eval Jewish life in France, England 
and Germany will be recreated as 
authentically as possible (the GOOD 
parts only). 

On January 3, at 7 pm, we’re begin-
ning 2018 with an audio-visual pres-
entation on the Jews of Egypt by 
a young scholar, Amanda Calecas, 
who has lived in Egypt and Albania 
as well as France, Spain and Ven-
ezuela. She will document for us the 

story of the dwindling, now minis-
cule, Jewish community in Egypt.

Later on in January, date still to be 
determined, we hope to have a screen-
ing of The Women’s Balcony, a highly 
rated Israeli film, described as a ‘rous-
ing, good-hearted tale about women 
speaking truth to patriarchal power’ in a 
gender rift in a devout Orthodox com-
munity in Jerusalem following an acci-
dent during a bar mitzvah celebration.

We will be joining with the Social 
Action Committee to welcome the 
Dalatis, a Syrian refugee couple now 
living in New Haven, who will speak 
at our Shabbat Service on January 26.

Both committees are also planning 
on the showing of another film. 
Joachim Prinz: I Shall Not Be Silent, a 
documentary about the leading Berlin 
rabbi who fled Nazi Germany and 
then became an important ally with, 
and voice for, the Civil Rights Move-
ment and Martin Luther King. We will 
share this film after the Second Satur-
day Service on January 13, appropri-
ately enough the Shabbat that falls on 
this year’s MLK weekend.

Several Books & Bagels events are 
in the works, one featuring the latest 
book of our own David Hays, Setting 
the Stage: What We Do, How We Do 

It, and Why, the ultimate guide to the 

secrets of stagecraft magic. The sec-
ond Books & Bagels events will intro-
duce CBSRZ to Rachel Kadish and her 
novel, The Weight of Ink, which tells 
a fascinating tale that weaves together 
historical scholarship and detective 
work in the twenty-first century and 
the existence of a small but growing 
Jewish population in seventeenth-
century Restoration England.

The Noshing series will extend into 
the spring with a look at the legacy of 
Jews living in Spain and Portugal as 
the Inquisition brought an abrupt end 
to the Golden Age of Spanish Jewry 
in the later 1400s. We hope to explore 
traditions and recipes handed down by 
those who fled the Iberian peninsula 
to settle in Asia and North Africa and 
southern Europe and traditions that 
survived among conversos down to the 
modern day. We will also sample reci-
pes that have come down to us from an 
unexpected, but unimpeachably accu-
rate source, the Inquisition itself.

Last, but hardly least, we look 
forward to another session with 
CBSRZ’s very own meteorologist 
and baker, Sam Kantrow, who will 
follow up on last year’s Bagels & 
Bagels Workshop by introducing 
us to the secrets of making the very 
best challah.
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The Adult  Education 

Committee Presents : 

Visiting Scholar, Amanda 
Calecas, and her audio-
visual presentation on 
The Jews of Egypt.

One 
of my mother’s best 

friends came from Alexan-
dria (not Virginia—Egypt). And 

one of my best friends was born in 
Cairo (not Illinois—Egypt) until her fam-

ily was forced to leave during the regime of 
Abdul Nasser. There is a long history of Jews living 

in Egypt, from Biblical times right up into the modern 
era. But Jews in Egypt today? 

Come to CBSRZ on Wed. evening, January 3 at 7 pm to learn about the 
Jewish community in Egypt and, yes, there are still Jews there. Estimates range 

from all of six to, maybe, twenty. We have the opportunity to find out all about the 
Egyptian Jewish Experience, past and present, when our visiting scholar, Amanda Calecas, 

comes to share her first hand knowledge with us, knowledge gleaned from not just traveling to 
but living in Egypt. 

So start off 2018 with this look at the Jews of Egypt. As always, light refreshments will be served. 

by Ellen Nodelman
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NEW LIBRARY 
BOOKS

The main library has four new 
books, and the children’s 
library has a new “young 

adult” novel.  The four in the main 
library are grouped on the display 
stand and marked “New Books” 
(clever, huh?), along with some 
recent donations that the librarian 
has not yet reviewed.  The novel 
is already in the hands of a reader, 
but it too will be placed in a “New 
Books” section of the children’s 
shelf when it returns.  Each book 
has a sign out card.  There is a box 
for sign-out cards.  It has a sign: 
“Sign-Out Box” (again clever).  Your 
librarian has no convenient way 
to chase you for late returns, but 
please try to return your signed out 
book within three weeks.

The librarian is happy to receive 
suggestions for additional pur-
chases.

1. Groucho Marx, The Comedy of 

Existence by Lee Siegel.  This 
psychological biography of 
Groucho (Julius) Marx asserts 
that the characters he enacted in 
his films, in fact, were expres-
sions of his own character (and 
Siegel makes the same argument 
regarding Chico and Harpo).  In 
turn, Siegel traces that character 

to Groucho’s childhood.  Siegel 
comments on the Jewishness 
of Groucho’s characters, who 
were, in fact, never explicitly 
Jewish nor ever spoke any Yid-
dish.  Siegel’s writing is easy 
to read, but the chapter breaks 
come at points conducive to a 
reader’s deeper reflection about 
the cultural and personal ques-
tions of Groucho’s life. 

2. Moses Mendelssohn, Sage of 

Modernity by Shmuel Feiner 
(translated from Hebrew).  
This biography looks at Men-
delssohn’s narrow but acclaimed 
path through, on the one hand, 
Enlightenment Europe’s first 
steps toward recognizing Jews 
as citizens and, on the other 
hand, the first steps of some 
rabbinical courts to accept 
the Enlightenment, and dia-
metrically by other rabbinical 
courts to refute it.  The author 
is an Israeli professor of Euro-
pean history.  The reading is 
dense, almost academic.  Men-
delssohn’s challenges, however, 
are to this day still only partly 
resolved. Feiner’s description of 
the first generation of non-rab-
binical intellects to set sail into 
that tempestuous sea gives the 
reader a historoscope for view-

ing some of the same storms of 
our own era. 

NOTE: Both of these biographies are 
part of a collection of biographies 
published recently by Yale Univer-
sity Press.  The collection is called, 
“Jewish Lives”.  Currently thirty-five 
biographies have been published, 
with additional volumes expected.  
The interested reader may learn 
more at  HYPERLINK “http://www.
jewishlives.org” www.jewishlives.
org .  All of the volumes are avail-
able for purchase from the publisher 
and on Amazon.  Various local 
libraries have purchased many of 
the volumes (and the public librar-
ies of the lower valley and shoreline 
towns are connected by an interli-
brary loan service).

3. The Whipping Man by Matthew 
Lopez (playscript).  Captain 
Caleb DeLeon returns to his 
home in Richmond immediately 
after the surrender at Appomat-
tox.  His entire family is gone, 
his house is severely damaged, 
and he has a gangrenous bul-
let wound in one of his legs.  
Two of his family’s house 
slaves, Simon and John, are in 

by David Tilles
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the house; of course, officially, 
they have become free.  Cap-
tain DeLeon’s experiences in 
war have led him to reject his 
religion, but DeLeon and his 
family taught their slaves Torah 
and prayers. Simon insists on 
having a seder.  Caleb objects 
and explains, “It’s because I 
was at Petersburg and He most 
decidedly was not.”   Simon 
replies, “War is not proof of 
God’s absence.  It’s proof of 
His absence from men’s hearts.”  
The three men grapple, some-
time literally with each other, 
and throughout with the prob-
lems of violence, lies, faith, 
service, and servitude.   One is 
crippled by injury and he and 
one of the former slaves are 
crippled by guilt and fear; the 
third man is afloat with a hope 
that we, all these years later, 
know is almost certainly a vain 
hope.  The play ends with its 
conflicts hanging in the air of an 
unresolved moment, leaving the 
reader (or viewer) to assay the 
answers left unstated. 

4. The Great Shift, Encounter-

ing God In Biblical Times by 
James Kugel.Kugel notes that, in 
ancient times, if we read Torah 
literally, some of our ancestors 
literally saw and heard God, and 
at Sinai the whole people saw 
and heard.  Then some centuries 
hence, only prophets directly 
heard and saw.  Then God did 
not come directly to people, 
but people reached out to God 
through prayer, blessings, and 
above all through Torah.  In 
Torah, the word of God was 
always with us.  Kugel notes 
that the rules of the Qumran 
community, some four centu-
ries before the first collected 
writings of the post-temple rab-
bis, already require daily study 

of Torah.  Looking at modern 
times, when we do not accept 
claims of direct observation of 
God and often doubt the value 
of the written law, Kugel sees 
yet another relationship; we can 
only connect to God when we 
push aside ourselves.  

5. Beyond Lucky by Sarah Aronson 
(“Young Adult” novel) This is the 
story of a boy’s U-12 travel soc-
cer team’s struggle to deal with 
the arrival of a girl who plays 
better than them.  The story is 
told through the eyes and deci-

sions of Ari, a Jewish boy who 
is immersed in the search for 
good luck and the avoidance 
of good luck.  Although the 
author has not quite captured 
the way twelve year old children 
speak to each other, and her 
knowledge of soccer is shallow, 
the plot and the resolution of 
the boy-girl tension is realistic.  
Although there are bits of wis-
dom from Ari’s rabbi sprinkled 
throughout the book, this is not 
a specifically Jewish book.   At 
the time of this review, a boy of 
our community is reading it, and 
the librarian looks forward to  
his review.
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Kivvun Connects 

Our first Kivvun “Quest” is 
about to come to a close.  
From September through 

early December on Sunday morn-
ings our young Kivvunites have 
been exploring the question 
“What makes a strong Jewish 
community?”  Following a newly 
designed format, our students 
have been examining the impact 
of Prayer, Hebrew, Holidays and 
Values on the formation of Jewish 
community.  Mornings start off 
with “Kehillah-T’fillah” (Commu-
nity Prayer) which incorporates 
prayer service with discussions 
about praying alone vs. praying 
together.   This is followed by 
Ivrit (Hebrew ) where all stu-
dents now have an individualized 
Hebrew “track” that meets them 
at their current skill level. They 
are  paired with  Madrichim as 
tutors.   Through drill and games, 
our students advance their skill 
sets.  Students then race through 
for the halls for “Chatiff” (a grab 
and go snack) and onward to 
Limmud (Judaica Study) where 
our Morim teach the content in 
ways that connect to our Quest 
question about community.   
After this period of study, stu-
dents move again to their “Chug” 
(Club Projects) where they 
express their ideas through either 
Cooking, Legos, Storytelling, or 

Art.  All assemble one last time 
at the end of the morning for 
“Siyyum” – (Ending Celebration) 
to recap the successes and chal-
lenges of the morning.

On Wednesdays, we continue 
with Snack, Kehillah-T’fillah, Ivrit 
and Limmud.  The very special 
part about Wednesdays is that 
Limmud is spent with Rabbi Bel-
lows.  All ages gather in the con-
ference room for “Holy Scrollers 
Jr.”  Watching the room come to 
life with enthusiastic, wildly wav-
ing hands in the air is a sight to 
behold.   The conversations yield 
incredible insight, imagination, 
and plenty to say on every verse 
in text discussed.   In fact, in 
typical Holy Scrollers fashion, the 
group spent several weeks just on 
the first word of text, “b’reishit!”

Along the way, we’ve had 
remarkable discussions together.  
In studying Rosh Hashana, Tash-
lich, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Sim-
chat Torah, Shabbat , Chanukkah,  
B’reishit, B’tzelem Elohim (image 
of God), Teshuva (return), and 
G’vurah (strength), harvesting 
potatoes, and learning from our 
Israeli Emissaries,  our students 
noted how our tradition brings 

people together who agree, disa-
gree, cook together,  eat together 
(a lot!), create together, do mitz-
vot together,  and so much more.  

Upon this reading, all will have 
gathered on Dec. 17 for our first 
Kivvun Quest #1 Gallery where 
parents and peers from each 
Chug will get to see and hear 
about the interpretations and 
understandings our students 
gained about the role of com-
munity in Jewish life.    Through 
storytelling, artwork, lego con-
struction, and yummy samples 
from cooking, we will get to 
know our students ideas about 
Jewish community and how con-
nections get strengthened.  

Last but not least, we have used 
Kivvun as our “lab” to investigate 
what works well and what we 
can do better to strengthen our 
own Jewish youth community.  
We will hear what our young 
people have to say about that and 
see which of their recommenda-
tions we can integrate into our 
program to make it even stronger. 
I look forward to sharing our 
discoveries in the next edition of 
Megillah.  Stay tuned!

—Morah Belinda
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Continued on page 12

The happy group 
unloaded sleeping bags 
and overnight bags from 

the cars, and began to spin 
tales of a weekend of fun, chal-
lenges, team building, good 
food… and a few surprises. It 
was the annual Camp Jewell 
retreat for 6th and 7th graders, 
led by Rabbi Bellows and chap-
eroned by Michele Adinolfo-
Fishman. Stories of Sarah’s 
favorite goat, Alfred (later 
altered to Alfredo), the poor 
rooster the group called Forrest 
(because he got bullied and left 
out like Forrest Gump), and the 
big, fat pig, were recalled and 
brought renewed laughter. The 
animals were definitely one of 
the favorite parts of the week-
end, along with archery and 
the Super Ninja Championship 

Battle. The crate climb, during 
which each kid balanced on 
a growing pile of milk crates 
as they soared to greater and 
greater heights, sounds like it 
was a highlight as well. Though 
several kids mentioned technol-
ogy withdrawal as something 
they had to overcome, the 
hike to the mountaintop with a 
panoramic view, team-building 
games, late-night Apples to 
Apples rounds, and a Saturday 
evening of progressive des-
serts seems to have helped 
them forget, if temporarily, the 
world they left behind. As for 
surprises...well, let’s just say the 
fire alarm system was not pre-
pared for the power of a CBSRZ 
havdalah! When asked to sum 
up the weekend in a word or 
phrase (unfortunately Sadie 

was not there at the time of this 
interview), this is what the Olim 
had to say:

Sarah: “Just Jew it.”

Bella: “Caffeine”

Orr: “Alarm clock”

Erin: “No civilization”

Leo: “Fat goats”

Michelle: “Great teamwork and 
fun”

Rabbi Bellows: “The best rea-
son to be a rabbi”

If it doesn’t all make sense to 
you, you know who to ask for 
clarity, or let your imagina-
tion create it’s own picture of a 
middle school weekend in the 
Berkshires.

CAMP JEWELL
by Bobbi Teva
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Kivvun  Continued from page 11

When we think of our 
community thriving, 
we think of many 

things. An inclusive spirit, an 
engaged congregation, thought-
ful and meaningful services led 
by our wise and kind Rabbi 
and, perhaps most importantly, 
a dynamic and solid Jewish 
education.  

Our Kivvun program’s sole 
purpose is to help our young 
people cultivate their self-
awareness and confidence 
in their Jewish identity.  We 
believe Jewish knowledge, 

tradition, responsibility and 
community will be a guide to 
their growing minds, bodies 
and spirits from now and in 
their futures.  It is a testament 
to our Kivvun program that so 
many of our bar mitzvah and 
bat mitzvah children return to 
become Madrichim.  Along with 
our wonderful educators, this 
group leads our young people 
along this Jewish journey. 

As part of our values at CBSRZ, 
we make the commitment that 
no student at any learning level 
will ever be excluded due to 

financial adversity.  We do this 
by offering scholarships through 
the Samuels Scholarship Fund, 
named in honor of Rita & 
Harold Samuels, the first female 
president of the Deep River Syn-
agogue, and one of the found-
ers of our religious school.  We 
ask you that you consider mak-
ing a gift to the Samuels Schol-
arship Fund by mailing a check 
or contacting our office.  Please 
help a child with their Jewish 
education while helping our 
community continue to thrive 
and grow.  Our young members 
truly are the future of this  
congregation.

January

Gloria Conley January 23
Moreh Stu Baker January 22

February

Jack Conley February 7
Joe Mercier February 13
Kaitlyn Burzin February 22

Happy Birthday!   
Yom Huledet Sameach!

Samuels Scholarship Fund
Kierstin Pupkowski
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PICTURE GALLERY

Attendees at the 2017 URJ Biennial wine and dine. (From left) Sue Peck, David Zeleznik, Maxine Klein, Andy Schatz, Michael Price, Jo-Ann Price, Carol Lewitt and Brad Jubelirer.
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Adult Ed Committee member Deb Rutty stands before a photo display of early Jewish farmers.

Author Ellen Nodelman reads excerpts from her book House of Peace and Justice: The First 
One Hundred Years of Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek at the Book Launch October 
29. Guests and speakers shared vivid stories of our synagogue’s history.

A living reminder of CBSRZ’s early chicken farmers greet people at door for Ellen Nodelman’s 
Book Launch 

Sandy Herzog, of the Adult Ed Committee, in front of vintage resort photos.
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Artists Rick Silberberg and Ashby Carlisle shared honors at the Main Street Gallery reception held on November 12.
Deborah Rutty
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Community/Action 
Group Proposes 
“One Congregation, 
One Book” Process
You may have heard of “One Town, One 
Book,” in which residents of a town all 
try to read and discuss the same book. 
We would now like to try that at CBSRZ.

SOCIAL
ACTION
C O M M I T T E E N E W S

This past fall, following a call for partici-
pants in the Whole Megillah, a group of 
eight congregants (seemingly from across 
the political spectrum) and Rabbi Bel-
lows met to discuss what we might do 
to further the concept of “community” 
and tikkun olam (the Jewish concept of 
assisting God in repairing our world). We 
agreed the world needed repairing and a 
broad sense of dialogue and community 
had been challenged over the past year.

But what if anything could be done? We 
decided to first examine whether we 
had common core values – as Jews, as 
Americans, as members of CBSRZ. How 
might we identify them? How might they 
aid tikkun olam?

At Rabbi Bellow’s suggestion, we all read 
Arthur Green’s book, Judaism’s Ten Best 
Ideas, and discussed some of the ques-
tions it raised about core (Jewish) values. 

We are recommending that all members of 
CBSRZ read Judaism’s Ten Best Ideas (only 
113 pages long). We would then discuss (as 
a congregation and in the smaller commit-
tees/groups that form so much of CBSRZ 
life) how those ideas shape our common 
ideals and values, including tikkun olam. 
Our goal is to start the process this winter 
and have consensus – including proposed 
synagogue-wide social justice projects – by 
the June 2018 CBSRZ annual meeting. 

A book would be provided free to each 
family, with the cost covered by the Social 
Action Fund supervised by the Social Ac-
tion Committee.

Green’s  “ten best ideas” run the gamut, 
from religious to secular, from inward to 
outward, from individual to community.  
Chapters include:

Simchah – Joy – Happiness as a Religious 
Precept

Johanna Schaefer (far left), who supervises the quarterly CBSRZ meal site in Chester, and Debby Trautmann (far right) with volunteers (from left) Jen, Caroline, Sydni, Leah and 
Bridgette at the Chester meal site on November 5. Sunday dates for Chester during 2018 are April 8, June 24, September 23 and December 23. 
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Continued on page 18

Tzelem Elohim – Creation in God’s Image 
– What Are We Doing Here?

Halakhah – Walking the Path – A Com-
munity of Doers

Tikkun ‘Olam – Repairing the World – 
Being God’s Partner

Shabbat – Getting Off the Treadmill – The 
Secret of Shabbat

Teshuvah – Returning – Faith in Human 
Change

Torah – The People and the Book – Text 
and Interpretation

Talmud Torah – “Teach Them to Your 
Children” – The Role of Education

L’Hayyim – To Life – Accepting Death, 
Affirming Life

Ehad – Hear O Israel – There is Only 
One

Please support this effort? For info, con-
tact andy@andrewschatz.com. 

Jews and 
African 
Americans 
Together – 
January 13 
Event
The CBSRZ Social Action Committee, 
along with the Adult Education Com-
mittee, will host a program to honor 
and remember Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. on Saturday, January 13, 2017 and 
the role that Jews have played in the 
civil rights movement – and might 

play going forward. The program will 
include a documentary and discussion 
with an African American historian.

After the 10:30 am Saturday Shabbat 
service, which will include civil rights 
themes, there will be a showing of the 
50-minute film Joachim Prinz: I Shall Not 
Be Silent. This remarkable documen-
tary film is about Rabbi Joachim Prinz, 
the leading rabbi in 1930’s Berlin, Ger-
many, who immigrated to the United 
States and became one of Dr. King’s 
closest confidantes. Rabbi Prinz spoke 
just prior to Dr. King at the march on 
Washington at the Lincoln Memorial 
in 1963. Rabbi Prinz’ speech is most 
remembered for its contention that in 
the face of discrimination, “the most 
urgent, the most disgraceful, the most 
shameful and the most tragic problem 
is silence.” 

Judge Clifton Graves
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Social Action Committee News  Continued from page 17

Following the film, there will be a dis-
cussion of the civil rights movement 
and the role played by American Jews. 
For example, did you know that many 
of the major civil rights laws, includ-
ing the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, were 
drafted in the conference room of the 
Religious Action Center of Reform 
Judaism? 

We will be joined by Judge Clifton 
Graves, Jr., a lawyer who was recently 
elected a probate judge in New Haven 
and teaches African American history 
at Gateway Community College. Judge 
Graves looks forward to returning to 
Chester, noting that Chester was the 
long-time weekend and summer home 
of Constance Baker Motley, a New 
Haven native who, before she became 
the first African American woman ap-
pointed as a federal judge (in addition 
to many other “firsts”) was the major 
trial lawyer for the NAACP Legal 
Defense Fund for many years, writ-
ing the original legal filings in Brown 
v. Board of Education and handling 
many of the major civil rights cases in 
courts throughout the country. The 
Chester Historical Society/Chester 
Museum at the Mill has an exhibit 

about Constance Baker Motley which 
may be viewed upon appointment by 
calling 860-526-5781.

A light lunch and refreshments will 
be served. This event is open to the 
public.

SYRIAN REFUGEES AT 
CBSRZ JANUARY 26
CBSRZ will host Haitham and Shiyam 
Dalati at and after Shabbat services on 
Friday, January 26. Services will begin 
at 7:30 pm. The public is invited to join 
us for services and the reception and 
discussion about Syria and refugees 
that will follow. 

The Dalatis are grateful that our CBSRZ 
congregation would like to meet with 
them, and that they have had the friend-
ship and support of Lary Bloom and  
Suzanne Levine, two members of  
CBSRZ. Lary submitted this report: 

Haitham Dalati and his wife Shi-
yam owned a villa in Homs, which 
was destroyed in the siege by Syr-
ian troops  between 2011 and 2014. 
Prior to this time, Haitham worked 
as a lab technician in health clinics, 
mostly in Saudi Arabia. His career in 
labs spanned more than twenty years 
before he, Shiyam, and their daughter, 
son-in-law, and grandchildren fled to 
Lebanon. There, all eight family mem-
bers applied for entry to the United 
States. 

In February of 2017, in a departure 
to the norm, arrangements were 
made for the oldest family members, 
Haitham (64) and Shiyam (58), to 
come here, instead of the younger 
ones first. This was thought to be 
only a temporary separation between 
grandparents, their daughter and 
son-in-law, and the four grandchil-
dren. But President Trump’s travel 
ban intervened, and while the grand-
parents tried to adjust to life in New 
Haven, with help from IRIS, the rest 
of the family awaited further word in 
an agonizingly slow process. Shiyam 

spoke daily to her daughter through 
Skype, and every day many tears were 
shed. The youngest grandchild told 
Haitham on Skype that he had prom-
ised the child that everyone would be 
together in America, but obviously his 
grandfather had lied to him, and he 
said he would never trust his grand-
father again. This, obviously, is part of 
the great human cost of the policies 
of fear and bigotry that have spewed 
from the Trump Administration.

Meanwhile, Haitham and Shiyam have 
tried to make the best of what they 
have, though it has been impossible 
to find a 64-year-old immigrant who 
speaks decent English and has an 
impressive resume suitable work. The 
financial allowances from IRIS (and 
the federal government) have run 
their course, and now they are living 
on borrowed money, the last thing 
Haitham wanted to do. He applies for 
jobs as Shiyam learns English (and is 
improving every week.)

Suzanne and I have introduced them 
to the local culture by taking them to 
museum exhibits, tailgating at a Yale 
game, restaurants that serve food 
they’re familiar with, and some they 
were not (lobster, for example, at Lob-
ster Landing), but mostly have shared 
meals with them (many times Shiyam 
has cooked for us her specialties, all 
delicious). 

We introduced them to our children 
and grandchildren, and to our friends, 
who have lined up interviews for work. 
Haitham has also been hamstrung by 
lack of a driver’s license. When he 
went to the DOT for his road test, 
it never even started because the 
official found that one of the electric 
windows in the car that Haitham had 
borrowed didn’t function properly. 

For Suzanne and me, the experience of 
being “cultural companions” to them 
has been greatly rewarding and frus-
trating. We have learned a great deal 
from them even as they have learned 
from us. We know much more about 
Ramadan, real life in the Middle East, 

Rabbi Joachim Prinz (1970s), American Jewish Congress.
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the history of the Arab culture, and its 
traditions.  We are of course deeply 
disappointed that we have not been 
able to deliver the bulk of what they 
need, even though that’s IRIS’s job, not 
ours. We can’t help but become pas-
sionately involved. It’s inevitable with 
all IRIS cultural companions. 

We did this work in the first place 
because we felt helpless in the face 
of ignorant and obnoxious policies 
coming out of Washington. What could 
we do, after all? What we could do is 
try to help in some small way. Haitham 
and Shiyam are grateful, mostly for the 
psychological support we can sup-
ply, but of course we feel as if there’s 
much more to be done.

The fact that our congregation is 
interested in meeting them has moved 
them both.  

CONCERT FOOD 

SALES SUPPORTS 

DIAPER BANK 

AND KIDS’ RIGHTS
The Social Action Committee has split 
the net proceeds it raised through 
food sales at the CBSRZ concert in 
June between Bare Necessities, a local 
diaper bank, and “Speak Up! The Legal 
Rights of Youth in Out of Home Care,” 
a program run by the Center for 
Children’s Advocacy that advocates for 
kids throughout Connecticut. The net 
amount raised from the sale of food at 
the concert was about $600.

Bare Necessities is a Clinton based 
organization that provides diapers for 
those struggling to make ends meet 
and advocates for changes in law 
and regulations. Day care providers 
require disposable diapers. The lack of 
diapers might preclude some adults 

from gainful employment or training 
programs. Yet SNAP (food stamps, a 
federal program) and WIC (the state 
welfare program for women, infants 
and children) do not permit those 
grant moneys to be used for diapers. 

“Speak Up! The Legal Rights of Youth 
in Out of Home Care” is operated by 
The Center for Children’s Advocacy; 
CCA provides legal support and other 
programs for children throughout the 
state. The Speak Up Project has de-
veloped a curriculum that helps youth 
involved with Connecticut’s juvenile 
justice or child welfare systems to 
learn self-advocacy skills and speak up 
to secure the services and supports 
that are critical to their safety and 
success. 

SAC wishes to thank the many CBSRZ 
members and friends who purchased 
food at the concert and made these 
donations possible. 

Welcoming Muslims 
from Berlin Mosque 
February 10 and 11
On Saturday February 10, members 
of the mosque in Berlin Connecticut 
come to CBSRZ. A reception and 
Kiddush luncheon with some discus-
sion will be held immediately follow-
ing Shabbat services that morning. 
“This was originally scheduled last 
February, along with a visit the same 
weekend to the Berlin Mosque,” said 
Andy Schatz, chair of the Social Action 
Committee, which has arranged the 
visit along with the Adult Education 
Committee. “Unfortunately, the visit 
to CBSRZ was cancelled due to snow, 
although a large group from CBSRZ 
was able to go to the Mosque.” Please 
watch for details in the weekly email 
or contact Andy Schatz at 860-202-
2690 or andy@andrewschatz.com.

And on Sunday February 11, youth 
from the Berlin Mosque will visit 
CBSRZ and Kivvun. Details will be 

provided to Kivvun parents by Belinda 
Brennan.

Please join us in welcoming our Mus-
lim guests. 

Please Donate to Provide 

Warm Clothing for Hart-

ford School Students

For the past three years, we have 
sponsored a clothing drive for 
Parkville Community School.  This 
school which currently has 535 stu-
dents in Grades Pre-K through fifth 
grade, has 83% of its students from 
low income families.  Parents struggle 
to keep food on the table. There is of-
ten not enough for warm winter coats.

The staff, administration and families 
have expressed their deep gratitude 
to CBSRZ members for their kindness 
in the past.  We ask that you please 
remember the children of the Parkville 
Community school again this year.  
They are in need of jackets and coats 
- sizes 6 to 16 - which can be dropped 
off in the box on the left as you enter 
the school wing.  Cash/check dona-
tions are also gratefully appreciated, 
please notate “Parkville” in the memo 
of your check and send or drop off to 
the CBSRZ office.

In addition, we have also set up an 
Amazon.com website for this project.  
Please see the weekly email for a di-
rect link for purchases or contact the 
CBSRZ office.  You should be able to 
purchase a coat or jacket online and it 
will be sent directly to the school.  

Thank you for your continued gener-
osity, and for helping these children 
wo are counting on us to help keep 
them warm this winter.

In appreciation,

Sandy Herzog

Social Action Committee

Sandherz2003@yahoo.com
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Mavens

Communications Survey Results for the JanFeb 2018 
Whole Megillah

Choir

Thanks to all of you who came 
yesterday, we had a very 
productive meeting. Clo has 

graciously offered her house for our 
next meeting on Thurs. Jan. 11th at 
6:00. It will be a pot luck and you 
can bring your own beverage of 
choice. It was decided not to have a 
women’s seder this year but to start 
planning earlier for one next year. At 
the next meeting we plan to further 

discuss future meeting times and 
places, the possibility of showing 
films, of a secret seder, of a special 
meal where we invite our non-
Jewish friends. We also talked about 
having smaller groups of interested 
people get together for things like 
planning an arts and crafts show, 
learning canasta, mah jongg or knit-
ting. We will also discuss what the 
name of our group will be. Thanks 

for all your input and ideas. Hope to 
see you next month. 

All of you who came to the meet-
ing and those who couldn’t come 
but asked to be on the list are now 
receiving our email. Please let me 
know if you would like to be added 
to the Women’s Club email list. 

Thanks, Linda lrigono@sbcglobal.net 

AND THE SURVEY SAID

Thank you to everyone who filled 
out the communications survey in 
September 2017, our first, and the 
communications committee found 
the information most valuable. Here 
are the highlights of the results from 
thirty-five respondents.

•   The Whole Megillah, the weekly 
eNewsletter, and the website are 

utilized and helpful as sources  
for information.

•   The majority of respondents read 
the Whole Megillah, 70% in print 
and 18% read it online on the 
CBSRZ website. 

•   Social media especially Facebook 
are being used as information 
sources.

•   The heaviest engagement from the 

responses are on the website- cal-
endar, events, services – and the 
eNewsletter and indicate usage 
based on schedules and happen-
ings that directly affect them. 

The communications committee’s 
next step is to take what we learned 
from this survey and develop a plan 
to improve engagement and out-
reach to our community. 

Have you ever heard a snip-
pet of a song that captured 
your heart for a moment as 

you walked by an open door, or have 
you ever heard some pleasing notes 
that wafted in on a soft breeze?  Have 
you ever heard a melody you’d swear 
you’d never heard before but whose 
every note you knew and keenly felt 
as it resonated in that most peaceful 
part of your soul?

Music can hold you; it can comfort, 
refresh and restore your spirit.  Litur-
gical music can do more than that.  
Despite its somewhat heavy-handed 
image and the sound of the word 
(sounds like surgical, doesn’t it?), the 
music we associate with prayer and 
worship can be as uplifting as a Mon-
arch butterfly and as soothing as the 
embrace of a loved one.  More than 
that, Jewish liturgical music connects 
us to everyone and everything that 
makes us who we are:  keepers of the 

flame of hope, survivors of all that life 
(and death) can throw at us, positive 
thinkers and doers in a world often 
designed to defeat both.  

If any of the above words entice you 
to want to learn more and to par-
ticipate with like-minded individuals, 
please consider joining the CBSRZ 
choir.  You will find people who 
laugh as much as they sing and whose 
bonds of friendship and love flow into 
every note and song we share with 
the congregation.  Each choir member 
has his own voice and her own song.  
Amazingly, and with the gentlest, 
kindest and most incredibly capable 
and collaborative touch, Meg Gister, 
our choir director, weaves from our 
voices and experiences a musical tap-
estry to create an uplifting experience 
for all of us, on all sides of the bema.  

Choir represents an opportunity to 
support, sometimes lead, and always 

be an active participant in healing the 
world through the emotional sinew of 
music that binds us all.  Our weekly 
rehearsals represent a wonderful way 
to escape and vent from the pressures 
most of us feel, especially these days.  
When you’re singing and enjoy-
ing the camaraderie of fellow choir 
mates, it’s nearly impossible to feel 
down or discouraged by the outside 
world.  Come and see for yourself.  
Feel the power that is in your soul.  
Share your voice and know the satis-
faction of singing til your soul’s con-
tent.  No audition.  No test of musical 
background or the need to read 
music. All ages are welcome.  If you 
can listen with your heart as well as 
your ears, and you enjoy rehearsing 
with friendly, seriously giggle-prone 
folks, come.  Stop by most any Tues-
day evening and see for yourself.  All 
you’ll feel is better. 

Sincerely, The CBSRZ Choir
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R E M E M B R A N C E

Memorial Plaques 
Tevet 14, 5778 to Shevat 15, 5778
Sara Leah Abramowitch
Norman Bass
Sarah Baum
Benjamin Beizer
Jacob Benson
Martha Bernstein
Meyer Bernstein
Alvin Bielot
Gilda Biener
Harry Breitman
Pauline Breslow
Abraham Buchzeiger
Carol Burzin
Isadore Case
Max Case
David Cirulnik
Judy Cohen
Gertrude Coville
Daniel Steven Davis
Stella DeNicola
Sophie Drobiarz
Davida Schatz Edelson
Rose Ernstoff
Dora Feingold
Charlotte Fine
Max Fine
Eva Fisher
William Freed
Gene Freeman
Irving S. Frum
Wilheilm Furst
David Gilman
Sarah Glazer
Herb Golden
Lani Hajagos
Bertha Harris 
Sol Harris
Alanna Hitschmann
George Horowitz

Irving Isaacson
Herbert Kabatznick
Anna Kandell
Kurt Kaufmann
Isidore Klar
Saul Klar
Edna Kleiman
Rose Klubes
Joseph Kopelman
Selma Kopelman
Edward Lambeck
Harold Leichtman
Pearl Levine
William Levine
Boruch LeWitt
Jack Lifshitz
Dr. Lawrence Lippman
Dolores Malakoff
Victor Marko
Mayer Mazer
Yetta Michael
Rebecca Needelman
Meyer Needleman
Marvin Palmer
Joseph Pear
Jack Peck
Abraham Peckeroff
William Price
Jacob Rabinowitz
Lee Radom
Israel Resnikoff
Max Rogow
Marvin Ruzansky
Joseph Samuels
Sadie Samuels
Selick Samuels
Esther Sandberg
Philip Scharr
Helen Schneller Klein
Julius Schneller
Rayann Seidman
Judith Shapiro

Cynthia Shiffman
Reuben Shiling
Ann Siege
Max Simon
Fannie Sober
Raul Sobrino
Harry Sockut
Louis Sockut
Yale Sockut
Samuel Sondak
Marcus Starkman
Nathan Stein
Sarah Stein
Rose Stolowy
James Talbott
Raymond Truska
Pearl Weiner
Harry Weinstein
Gilbert Ziff
Nathan Zomback

Memorial Plaques 
Shevat 16, 5778 to Adar 13, 5778
Albert Alcosser
Luba Appell
Anna Axelrod
Frank Baker
Josiah Baker
Hyman Baron
Sara Bernstein
Abraham Birnbaum
Dorothy Bockstein
Ida Breitman
Scheindel Breitman
Charles Breslow
Clara Breslow
Morris Breslow
Mania Chiat
Marguerite Conley
Renee Davidson
Carl Davis

Leo Denette
Evelyn Diamond
Sol Dole
Fannie Etta Eisenstein
Herman Elkin
Celia Elson
Helen Feldbauer
Mollie Frankel
Joseph Friend
Lillian Friend
Eloise Gersh
Celia Gilman
Aaron Gilman
William Ginburg
S. Leonard Ginsberg
Flora Goldstein
Florence Goldstein
Mitzi Goldstein
Rose Goldstein
Arthur Gottlieb
Benjamin Greenwald
Pasquita Guttman
Israel Hanenbaum
Sara Hays
Laura Hesslein
Raymond Hickey
Max Hitschmann
Barry Ickovics
Morris Indianer
Frieda Jaffee
Ira Kalet
Anna Katz
Hedwig Rook Kelly
Samuel Kleinberg
Shirley Lander
Morris Levine
Sarah Levine
Joseph Levy
Celeste LeWitt
Bella LeWitt
Rose Mackover
Louis Mager

William Mager
Martin Malakoff
Irving Mallis
Ruth Meschmar
Charles H. Myers
Bernard Nirenstein
George Palmer
Dorothy “Sis” Palmer
Samuel Palmer
Bertha Pear
Sarah Pear
Isidore Peckeroff
Katherine Peckeroff
Betty Plotnick
Debra Mellion Prastien
Eva Rebecca Proctor
William Mitchell Roberts
Miriam Rosenberg
Helen Frances Rosenkrantz
Louis Sacks
Sayre Samuels
Richard Schneller
Nat Scholer
Edith Schwartz
Bernard Shenkman
Paul Simon
Esther Simson
Bernard Slater
Syd Slater
Henry Sprecher
Jack Swidler
Fred Wackenhut
William Weiner
Barry White
Esther Wilkes
Ira Wolmer
Stephen C. (Seth) Wright
Rose Zavadnick
Rose Ziff

Yahrzeits   Tevet 14, 5778 to Shevat 15, 5778
Norman Bass—father of Susan Fine
Alvin Bielot—father of Doreen Joslow
Gilda Biener—cousin of Eve Ber
Carol Burzin—sister of Jeff Burzin
Isadore Case—brother of Lewis Case
Max Case—father of Lewis Case
David Cirulnik—grandfather of Ellen Friedman
Judy Cohen—mother of Jeff Cohen
Gertrude Coville—grandmother of Lynn Coville
Stella DeNicola—mother of John DeNicola
Sophie Drobiarz—mother of Martin Drobiarz
Rose Ernstoff—mother of Jon Ernstoff
Gene Freeman—father of Andy Freeman
Irving S. Frum—father of Miriam Gardner-Frum
Herb Golden—uncle of Leslie Krumholz
Lani Hajagos—niece of Hyman Fink
Alanna Hitschmann—firend of Gene & Marilyn Kalet
George Horowitz—uncle of Sheila Friend Byrne
Anna Kandell—mother of Marilyn Kalet
Kurt Kaufmann—father of Janie Pittendreigh
Edna Kleiman—wife of Howard Kleiman, mother of 

Michele Kleiman
Joseph Kopelman—grandfather of Seth Lindenman
Selma Kopelman—grandmother of Seth Lindenman
Edward Lambeck—father of Faith Wegener
Harold Leichtman—father-in-law of Maxine Leichtman
Dolores Malakoff—mother of Rona Malakoff
Yetta Michael—grandmother of Sally Michael 

Pomerantz
Meyer Needleman—father of Norman Needleman
Joseph Pear—father of Sidney & Adrienne Hopfer
Lee Radom—mother of Debra Landrey
Israel Resnikoff—father of Henry Resnikoff
Marvin Ruzansky—father of Susan Bush
Philip Scharr—father of Jerome Scharr
Helen Schneller Klein—aunt of Juliet & John Van 

Eenwyk

Julius Schneller—grandfather of Juliet & John Van 
Eenwyk 

Rayann Seidman—late wife of Sandy Seidman
Judith Shapiro—aunt of Debby Trautmann
Cynthia Shiffman—late wife of Irving Shiffman
Max Simon - father of Ken Simon
Raul Sobrino—grandfather of Bianca Gonzalez-Lesser
Marcus Starkman—uncle of Holly Starkman Smith
Rose Stolowy—grandmother of Ethan Goller
Gilbert Ziff—brother of Barbara Edelson
Nathan Zomback—father of Beth Brewer

Yahrzeits  Shevat 16, 5778 to Adar 13, 5778
Albert Alcosser - father of Melinda Alcosser
Frank Baker—father of Stuart Baker
Josiah Baker—uncle of Stuart Baker
Sara Bernstein—mother of Jeff Bernstein
Charles Breslow—husband of Estelle Breslow
Morris Breslow—father-in-law of Estelle Breslow
Mania Chiat—mother of Maia Chiat
Marguerite Conley—mother of Kevin Conley
Renee Davidson—mother of Shari Foley
Leo Denette—father of Kay Chiat
Evelyn Diamond—mother of Barbara Mason
Sol Dole—father of Jody Dole
Herman Elkin—father of Steven Elkin
Joseph Friend—father of Sheila Friend Byrne
Lillian Friend—mother of Sheila Friend Byrne
Eloise Gersh—grandmother of Rabbi Bellows
S. Leonard Ginsberg—father of Marlene Scharr
Flora Goldstein—mother of Harvey Goldstein
Arthur Gottlieb—mother of Robert Gottlieb
Benjamin Greenwald—dear friend of Maxine 

Leichtman
Pasquita Guttman—mother of Evelyn Foster
Israel Hanenbaum—father of Norman Hanenbaum
Laura Hesslein—sister of Janet Hesslein and friend of 

Meg Magida

Raymond Hickey—former husband of Revalyn Klein 
Hickey

Max Hitschmann—friend of Gene and Marilyn Kalet
Barry Ickovics—father of Jeannette Ickovics
Morris Indianer—father of Marcia Meyers
Ira Kalet—nephew of Gene Kalet
Hedwig Rook Kelly—mother of Gerry Kelly
Shirley Lander—mother of Marjorie Lander
Joseph Levy—father of Ruth Levy
Celeste LeWitt—cousin of Sol Lewitt
Louis Mager—brother of Estell Breslow and husband of 

Rita Mager
Martin Malakoff—father of Rona Malakoff
Irving Mallis—father of Linda Rigono
Bernard Nirenstein—father of Nancy Schwarz
George Palmer—father of Peg Palmer
Dorothy “Sis” Palmer—mother of Peg Palmer
Bertha Pear—loved one of Mickey Pear and mother of 

Martin Pear
Debra Mellion Prastien—sister of Eileen Ilberman
William Mitchell Roberts—brother of Justine Redak
Helen Frances Rosenkrantz—sister of Revalyn Klein 

hickey
Richard Schneller—husband of Mary Schneler and 

father to Juliet & John Van Eenwyk
Nat Scholer—father of Peggy Tunick
Edith Schwartz—mother-in-law of Irving Shiffman
Paul Simon—brother of Ken Simon
Bernard Slater—father of Deborah Slater and Pam 

Gilman 
Syd Slater—mother of Deborah Slater and Pam Gilman
Jack Swidler—father of Clo Davis
Fred Wackenhut—father of Lynda Wilkes
William Weiner—father of Eva Davis
Barry White—friend of Revalyn Klein Hickey and David 

Hays and Nancy Varga
Esther Wilkes—mother of Daniel Wilkes
Rose Ziff—mother of Barbara Edelson

Please remember to inform Linda Sherman, chair of the Chesed Committee, if you or  
someone you know is ill, in need of help, or has experienced a death in the family... ...Our Chesed Committee is here to help.
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JANUARY 14 Tevet –
15 Shevat,

5778 2018

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1      14 TEVET
NEW YEAR'S DAY
Office closed 

2      15 TEVET 3      16 TEVET 5      18 TEVET4      17 TEVET 6           19 TEVET

7      20 TEVET 8           21 TEVET 9         22 TEVET  10           23 TEVET 11       24 TEVET 12       25 TEVET 13     26 TEVET

14       27 TEVET

No Kivvun Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Birthday

15       28 TEVET 16      29 TEVET 17       1 SHEVAT 18       2 SHEVAT 19     3 SHEVAT 20      4 SHEVAT

21      5 SHEVAT 22       6 SHEVAT 23       7 SHEVAT 24      8 SHEVAT 25       9 SHEVAT 26      10 SHEVAT 27       11 SHEVAT

28       12 SHEVAT 29       13 SHEVAT 30        14 SHEVAT 31       15 SHEVAT
TU B'SHEVAT
8:00am Morning Minyan
4:15pm - 5:45pm Kadima 
(Gr 4-7)

8:00am Morning Minyan
4:15pm - 5:45pm Kadima 
(Gr 4-7)

12:00pm Lunch and Learn
6:00pm Mavens at Davis' 
residence

8:00am Morning Minyan
4:15pm - 5:45pm Kadima 
(Gr 4-7)
7:00pm Adult Ed. Jews of 
Egypt

5:30pm Facilities Meeting
6:30pm Communications 
Committee

Office closed

3:00pm SSKP Board meeting9:30am - 10:15am Hatchala 
(Birth to 4 Years)
9:30am - 12:00pm Kadima 
(Gr K-7)
12:00pm - 1:30pm Gesher 
(Gr 8-9)
12:00pm - 1:00pm Makom 
(Gr 10)

8:00am Morning Minyan
4:15pm - 5:45pm Kadima 
(Gr 4-7)
6:00pm Adult B'not Mitzvah 
Class

7:00pm Board of Directors
7:00pm Religious Affairs 
Committee

7:30pm Erev Shabbat Service 

7:30pm Erev Shabbat Service in 
honor of Norman Hanenbaum

L'Taken Weekend
7:00pm 1st Friday Fun
7:30pm 1st Friday Erev Shabbat 
Service

9:00 am Torah Study

9:00 am Torah Study
10:30 am Second Saturday 
Shabbat Service honoring Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

9:00 am Torah Study

9:00 am Torah Study
8:00 pm Comedy Tonight

7:30pm Erev Shabbat Service 
with Piano; followed by Social 
Action/Refugee program

8:00am Morning Minyan
4:15pm - 5:45pm Kadima 
(Gr 4-7)
7:00pm Cemetery Association 
meeting

7:00pm Executive Committee5:30pm - 8:00pm Social Action 
Committee

9:30am - 10:30am Jewish 
Spiritual Parenting
9:30am - 12:00pm Kadima 
(Gr K-7)
10:30am Education Committee 
Meeting
12:00pm - 1:00pm Makom 
(Gr 10)

9:30am - 10:15am Hatchala 
(Birth to 4 Years)
9:30am - 12:00pm Kadima 
(Gr K-7)
11:00am Tu B'Shevat Seder
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FEBRUARY 16 Shevat – 
13 Adar,  

57782018

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1      16 SHEVAT 2      17 SHEVAT 3      18 SHEVAT

4      19 SHEVAT
 
9:30am - 10:15am Hatchala 
(Birth to 4 Years)
9:30am - 12:00pm Kadima 
(Gr K-7)
12:00pm - 1:30pm Gesher 
(Gr 8-9)
12:00pm - 1:00pm Makom 
(Gr 10)

5           20 SHEVAT 6            21 SHEVAT 7           22 SHEVAT 8          23 SHEVAT 9        24 SHEVAT 10     25 SHEVAT

11      26 SHEVAT

9:30am - 12:00pm Kadima 
(Gr K-7)
12:00pm - 1:00pm Makom 
(Gr 10)

12      27 SHEVAT 13        28 SHEVAT 14       29 SHEVAT 15        30 SHEVAT 16        1 ADAR 17        2 ADAR

18        3 ADAR

No Kivvun Winter Break

19        4 ADAR
PRESIDENT'S DAY

Offiece closed

20        5 ADAR 21      6 ADAR 22       7 ADAR

7:00 pm Executive Committee

23       8 ADAR 24        9 ADAR

25        10 
ADAR  
9:30am - 10:30am Jewish 
Spiritual Parenting
9:30am - 12:00pm Kadima 
(Gr K-7)
1:00pm Adult B'not Mitzvah 
Class

26       11 ADAR 27       12 ADAR 28        13 ADAR
EREV PURIM

8:00am Morning Minyan
4:15pm - 5:45pm Kadima 
(Gr 4-7)
6:00pm Adult B'not Mitzvah 
Class

8:00am Morning Minyan
4:15pm - 5:45pm Kadima 
(Gr 4-7)
6:00pm Adult B'not Mitzvah 
Class

12:00 pm Lunch and Learn
6:30pm Board of Directors
7:30pm Congregational 
Meeting

5:30pm Facilities Meeting
6:30pm Communications 
Committee

3:00pm SSKP Board meeting 8:00am Morning Minyan
4:15pm - 5:45pm Kadima 
(Gr 4-7)
6:00pm Adult B'not Mitzvah 
Class

7:00pm Religious Affairs 
Committee

7:30pm Erev Shabbat Service 
with Choir

7:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service 

7:00pm 1st Friday Fun
7:30pm 1st Friday Erev Shabbat 
Service

9:00 am Torah Study

9:00am Torah Study10:30am 
2nd Saturday Shabbat Service 
with visitors from Berlin Mosque, 
followed by kiddush luncheon

9:00 am Torah Study

9:00 am Torah Study
5:00 pm Purim celebration with 
Carnival and Purim Spiel

7:30pm Erev Shabbat Service 
with Piano

8:00 am Morning Minyan

No Kivvun Winter Break



55 East Kings Highway
PO Box 438
Chester, CT 06412

The Whole Megillah 
may be viewed 
in color on the web at 
www.cbsrz.org

Mama Loshen By Marilyn Kalet

A shmek un  A LEK
 A lick and a promise
A Shvartz YAR  
A Black year
Fun Yener Zayt 
From the other side, In the rear
Farikt
Crazy, cracked, “off his rocker”
Farshloginer
“beat-up”darned, damned, blasted (one)
Nu?  Well? Growing impatience makes for nu-nu?
nu is also used before a host of other questions,  

          like nu vos zogstu?  (well, what do you say?)

Corpuel Family

Beth & Chris Mercier

Barbara & Eric Infeld

Ethan Goller & Rona Malakoff

Barbara & Stephen Mason

Maxine Klein and David Zeleznik
Johanna Schaefer and Stuart 
Baker and Mar-C Peraza Baker

Many thanks to these recent Oneg sponsors:


