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From our

Rabbi
By Rabbi Marci Bellows

Lifecycle Learning:
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Celebrations
Shalom, Chaverim,
The next lifecycle event in my Whole
Megillah series involves reaching the
status of Bar and Bat Mitzvah. The term
Bar or Bat Mitzvah (literally, “son” or
“daughter” of the “commandment”) is a
title given to all Jews upon reaching age
13 to signify that they are now prepared
to take personal responsibility for their
own religious actions and moral behavior through performing mitzvot (commandments). It is equivalent to reaching
the age of legal majority. Although no
ritual or service is necessary to establish
this status, the Bar and Bat Mitzvah
celebration, over the past few centuries,
has emerged as a way for 13-year-olds
to demonstrate commitment to Judaism.
Before the congregation, family, and
friends, the young person reads from the
Torah (Five Books of Moses) and Haftarah (selection from the Books of the
Prophets) and leads worship. In offering
this privilege, the congregation says to
its 13-year-olds: you are now participating adults in our religious community.
Thus, Bar and Bat Mitzvah celebrations
bear witness to the continuity of Judaism

embodied in a new generation of committed Jews. Certainly the beginning of
a young person’s transition from childhood to responsible Jewish adulthood is
a time of celebration.

h
Bar Mitzvah
In the traditional Jewish world, there are
several festive occasions in a boy’s life.
The first is the eighth day after his birth,
when he is introduced into the Covenant
of Abraham through the ritual of brit
milah, or circumcision. Another is when
he is first initiated into Jewish study – a
celebration that echoes our Consecration
observance today. When a boy turns 13
years and one day old, he becomes a
Bar Mitzvah, a “Son of the Commandment,” legally bound to fulfill the obligations of Jewish law and practice, and
to a continuing commitment to Jewish
learning.
By the rabbinic period of Jewish history
(from 70 to 600 CE), the age of 13 was
recognized as the age of maturity for
a boy. Legally, these young men were

considered adults – that is, they were
responsible for themselves in a religious
sense and could testify in a Jewish court
of law. Interestingly, they were not yet
allowed to make a contractual agreement involving real estate, since they
were still considered to be inexperienced in the ways of life and business.
The Bar Mitzvah celebration dates back
to the 13th century. Although customs
recognizing a boy’s reaching this milestone varied from place to place, the
responsibilities of Bar Mitzvah were
always the same: a boy was considered
to have reached the age of maturity; he
accepted personal responsibility for the
mitzvot, he was thereafter counted as
part of a minyan, and he was looked
upon as a full participant in the “community of Israel.”

h
Bat Mitzvah
The history of Bat Mitzvah is very different from that of Bar Mitzvah. By rabbinic times, a girl was considered to be
legally responsible for herself at age 12

Continued on page 4
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or 12 ½ (depending upon which text you
read), but girls did not have a celebration
dedicated to recognizing this milestone.
This absence of celebration is most likely
because, according to traditional Jewish
law, a woman is not obligated to fulfill
mitzvot that have to be performed at a
particular time of day, freeing her to fulfill
her family responsibilities. Thus, women
were not required to attend synagogue
worship services, to pray three times a
day, or to be counted in a minyan.
The idea of recognizing young women
at the “age of commandment” was
introduced in Europe in the 19th century, when some families honored their
daughters on their twelfth birthday with
a party and a festive meal.
The first recorded Bat Mitzvah celebration involving a synagogue service
occurred in the United States in 1921.
The Bat Mitzvah was Judith Kaplan, the
daughter of Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan, who
founded the Reconstructionist movement
in American Judaism. The importance
given to becoming a Bat Mitzvah seems
to have paralleled the development of

Women’s Rights. In the earlier part of
the 20th century, very few girls elected
to celebrate becoming Bat Mitzvah,
but with the advancement of feminism
and the recognition of equal rights and
opportunities for women, more and
more girls choose this spiritual path.
Today in Reform Judaism, in the spirit of
equality, both girls and boys celebrate
becoming B’nai Mitzvah at age 13.

h
B’nai Mitzvah at CBSRZ
Religious studies begin long before this
day. At Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe
Zedek, we treasure the opportunity to
build a foundation which includes a
love of Jewish learning. Throughout Kivvun, and in many different modalities,
our students engage with the study of
Hebrew and Jewish customs, holidays,
and history. As the Bat/Bar Mitzvah day
approaches, each student also learns
Biblical chanting, extending his or her
commitment to Jewish study, prayer, and
acts of loving kindness for an organization in our larger community.

A Bar or Bat Mitzvah celebration occurs
as part of a Shabbat morning service.
The student helps Cantor Belinda and
me to lead the congregation in Hebrew
and English passages from the siddur
(prayer book), and reads or chants from
the Torah, the hand-lettered parchment
scroll that contains the Five Books of
Moses. The student explains the portion
to the congregation, demonstrating an
understanding of the text. Family and
friends share the blessings before and
after the reading. After the Torah is read,
the young Jewish adult reads a passage
taken from one of the prophetic books
of the Hebrew Bible, a selection known
as a Haftarah. Parents offer blessings of
thanks and expressions of joy and pride.
I know that you all join me in wishing
hearty “Mazel Tovs” to all of our B’nai
Mitzvah celebrants – many of whom are
marking their new Jewish status in the
months of May and June of this year. We
are very proud of our students and of their
enjoyment of Jewish life, as well as their
considerations of lifelong Jewish learning.
L'shalom – In peace,
Rabbi Marci N. Bellows

Tikkun Leil Shavuot: An Adult
Learning Extravaganza!
Saturday night, June 8, 2019, 7:00-10:00 pm

E

veryone is warmly invited to a
brand-new adult learning opportunity at CBSRZ, in celebration of
the festival of Shavuot, which commemorates the receiving of Torah at Mt. Sinai.

Offerings include: text study, drum
circle, Israeli dancing, guided visualization, creative midrash, gentle
yoga, art, discussions about Israel,
and more.

After Havdalah and some schmoozing,
you'll have a chance to select three
"electives" in your areas of interest.

Stay tuned for ways to register for
your electives in advance, as some
will have space limitations.
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You can also sit and chat with
friends in our Beit Café coffee nook,
which will be available all evening.
Our night will conclude with music,
dancing, and dessert. Please contact
Rabbi Bellows for more information,
and we hope to see you there!

EREV SHAVUOT:
A Night of Encountering Our Jewish Learning,
Our Jewish Traditions, Our Jewish Selves

C

elebrate Shavuot as you’ve
never celebrated it before,
with an evening of learning,
singing, dancing, chanting, cooking, eating and more, a fitting way
to commemorate the handing down
of the Torah to the Jewish People.
Just as the Torah itself is the Tree of
Life, sustaining us with its branches
reaching into every aspect of our
existence, so our evening will have
variegated programming exploring
a wide variety of disciplines, mostly
centered on the way Torah touches
our lives.

We will gather at 7 pm on Saturday,
June 8, Erev Shavuot, starting with
Havdalah, followed by an introduction to the evening’s ‘fare’, the
electives coming up, and the opportunity to choose which sessions you
wish to attend. Then the fun begins.

There will be three elective periods
(and a five-minute break between
each) with a variety of offerings: text
study, creative midrash (write your
own), Israeli dancing, studio art,
cooking, Israel today, drumming,
yoga, chanting, choral singing,
among others. Our course catalog,
published online, will describe each
of these offerings in detail so that
people can sign up for the three
they want. Some offerings will be
limited in capacity, so signing up in
advance is essential.
If you need to take a break from
such intense learning, there will
be a café where you can hang out
with others, drink coffee and nosh,
another quintessential Jewish tradition.
After the third session, there will be
a final communal gathering where

we come back together with an
opportunity to share the things we
learned and did, demonstrating
the products of our creative sessions (dance/song/art/etc.), feasting on the desserts made during the
culinary sessions as well as delicious concoctions brought in, and
generally rejoicing--if we’re not all
rejoiced out.
Shavuot marks the coming together
of the Jewish People, as we all
stood at Sinai together. You won’t
want to miss the opportunity to
come together and re-make our
observance of this important holiday, making it relevant to our lives
today, and creating time for everyone to leave their everyday lives
behind them to come together, build
the CBSRZ community and learn
together within that community.

Please welcome the new Ritual and Celebrations Committee!

W

hat is this committee you
ask? The main work of the
Ritual and Celebrations
Committee is organizing and publicising our traditional festival events
and holidays. We cover everything
from coming up with new and exciting themes for Shabbat and second
Saturday services to organizing our
Passover community dinner and
Purim celebration. Most importantly,
in conjunction with Rabbi Bellows
and Cantor Belinda we make certain

our beloved High Holidays are filled
with spirituality and meaning for all.
One thing all of our holidays have
in common (with the exception of
one or two) is food! We are always
finding ways to provide plenty of
delicious food to eat during the Jewish holidays as they would not feel
complete without it! Breaking bread
together is a part Jewish tradition
that we can all agree is one of the
things that helps us retain such a
tight knit community. I think that is
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especially true for our community at
CBSRZ. Come be a part of the magic
that makes CBSRZ so special! The
Ritual and Celebrations Committee
is currently seeking new members to
add to our dynamic team of fabulous
individuals. Rit-C meets the first
Thursday of the month in the evening. If you are interested in joining
us, and we would really love you to
join us, please email Tracy Kleinberg
at tjkleinberg@gmail.com. I hope to
hear from you soon!

Celebrate Sol
A Books and Bagels (and Borscht) Event, 4 p.m., Sunday, June 2

I

n our synagogue, you didn’t hear
him make speeches, or bring
attention to his many accomplishments, though they were recognized and praised worldwide.

Instead, those of you who have
been members of CBSRZ for many
years may remember Sol LeWitt as
a quiet and humble presence. And
others, more recent to our congregation, may at least recognize that
our collective home, the light-filled
structure in which we gather to worship, celebrate, teach and mourn, is
the product of his imagination and
his homage to the wooden synagogues of Eastern Europe, most
of which were destroyed in the
Nazi era.

But now, with the publication of
the first biography of this master of
conceptual art, written by our own
Lary Bloom for Wesleyan University
Press, you can discover for yourself
the impact and legacy of this giant
of the art world.

In Sol LeWitt: A Life of Ideas, you’ll
discover how he overcame obstacles
from his earliest days in Connecticut, details about his life in Chester
with his wife Carol and two daughters, Sofia and Eva, pressed the
revolutionary thesis that for the art-

ist the brain is more important than
the hand, aided thousands of young
people, was a champion of women
in a field dominated by men, and
stood up for causes in which he
deeply believed (sometimes giving
up huge corporate commissions).

Among the early praise for the book,
which was 11 years in the making:

“A remarkable narrative filled with
history, biography, art criticism,
gossip, behind-the scenes chatter,
and insight. Lary Bloom presents
a LeWitt that most of us have never
seen before: private, irreverent,
passionate, generous, and deeply
self-aware.” —Bryan Wolf, professor
emeritus, art and art history, Stanford University

“One of the interesting things about
living through a period is you know
where the recorded history and
the happenstance of the moment
diverge. Consequently, having
known Sol LeWitt since my days as
an art student in New York in the
1960s, I appreciate the clear and
concise manner that Lary Bloom has
scrupulously chronicled not only
Sol’s artistic development, but also
his personal life and his ever-changing social milieu. The results are an
insightful and intimate portrait of
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the artist, the man and his times.”
—Saul Ostrow, Founder of Critical
Practices, Inc.

“With his crisp lines and rigorous
geometries, Sol LeWitt can seem
like the most impersonal of great
20th century artists. Somehow,
Lary Bloom’s biography manages
to humanize the man, with tireless
research, rich anecdotes and a playful sense of humor throughout.”
—Scott Timberg, author of Culture
Crash: The Killing of the Creative
Class

And on June 2, our usual Books and
Bagels format will be altered a bit to
bring nourishment both in history
and cuisine. Our own Kevin Conley,
former arts editor of Town & Country magazine, and former staff editor
for the New Yorker, will interview
Lary and take questions from the
audience. Our usual array of bagels
will be augmented by a variety of
foods prepared by members of our
congregation and the Chester community. And once again thanks are
due to the tireless and often unsung
efforts of Ellen Nodelman and the
Adult Education Committee, organizers of this event.

So come celebrate Sol

Robert Benson Photography

Sol Lewitt, Painting for the Doors of the Ark of CBSRZ.
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MOMENTS IN TIME
A RT E XHIBIT IN T HE
M AIN STREET GALLERY
by Johanna Schaefer

C

elebrated landscape artist
Gabriella Ducharme captivating art exhibition opens Sunday, May 12 with a reception from
3:00pm to 5:00 pm and runs through
July. Whether it’s the shore of Rhode
Island or quaint cafes, gardens or
charming houses along the Florida
coast, Gabriella’s (Gabby’s) artistry
invites you to become a part of the
scene. Gabby is known for her artistic views and her ability to create
a play of light and shadow in her
paintings. A professional landscape
and pet portrait artist for over thirty
years, Gabby is dedicated to connecting people emotionally through
her paintings.
Gabby notes: “My passion is my
art. I love creating works of art that
depict the unique beauty of fascinating locations that allow viewers to
imagine themselves being there. In
my art, I hope to inspire the viewer
to become a part of my experience.”
Gabby is a former owner of two art
galleries in Jensen Beach, Florida
where she built up international
clientele. She has primarily been

commissioned by people wanting
to capture their memories or experiences of a meaningful place. She
is very proud of the fact that her
paintings have been had notoriety.
Her painting Moon Over 11 Maple
Street is owned by Celine Dion. One
painting The Three Amigos has been
featured on the set of the TV series,
Beverly Hills 90210. She is under
contract with Gango Editions in
Portland, Oregon, who has sold her
paintings worldwide. Her work has
also been purchased and showcased
in various hospitals, veterinary clinics, and corporations in both Connecticut and Florida.
Gabby comments about her early
impressions, “My first memories
of visual art are when I was sitting
with a pencil in my hand putting in
all the shading in comic strips and
drawing clothes for my paper dolls.
Since then I have been fascinated
by the play of light and shadows in
any given scene. The relationship
between color and light is what
interests me and sparks my creative
energy. I see the beauty of the Universe in everything around me.”
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Gabby was runner-up and received
an Honorable Mention from Artists Magazine for her painting Rose
Farm. In addition, her work has
been featured in the publication
Forum and in the Art Scene in Port
St. Lucie, Florida. She was a member of the juried exhibition at the
New Britain Museum of American
Art. Gabby studied with artist Leslie
Stokes as well as the renowned artist
Morgan Samuel Price and is represented by Art Gambo, Port Salerno,
Florida. Gabby is rediscovering her
love of Plein Air Painting.
Gabby has exhibited at the Lyme Art
Association, Essex Art Center, Southington Arts Council, and in the Marlborough Art Center.
Gabriella Ducharme’s Moments in
Time art exhibition at the CBSRZ
Art Gallery is open to the public for
viewing Monday through Friday,
10:00am to 3:00pm, 55 E. Kings
Highway, Chester, CT. For more
information visit www.cbsrz.org/
engage/events/art-exhibits or call
the CBSRZ office at 860-526-8920.

View out the Door

Wickford Cottage

Highland Window
McGee Gardens
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JUDAISM AND THE MYSTERIES OF LIFE,
DEATH AND THE WORLD BEYOND
A Scholar-in-Residence Shabbaton with
Reb Simcha Raphael
May 3-4, 2019
FRIDAY MAY 3, 2019
6:30 PM POTLUCK DINNER 7:30 PM SHABBAT SERVICES

JACOB’S CAVE AT MACHPELAH GUIDELINES FROM GENESIS FOR LIVING

AND

DYING

An investigation of the Jacob’s deathbed drama in Genesis. We shall discover the wisdom Torah
provides for dealing consciously with end-of-life issues and see how our Biblical ancestors
understood the connection between this world and the world beyond

SATURDAY MAY 4, 2019
9:00 AM “HOLY SCROLLERS” TEXT STUDY

DO NOT GO GENTLE INTO THAT GOOD NIGHT:
MOSES’ DEATH IN TORAH AND MIDRASH
Descriptions of Moses’ response to his imminent death in Torah and Midrash, indicates he did
not “go gentle into that good night” but did “rage, rage against the dying of the light”. We shall
see how Moses went through the stages of dying, depicted by Dr. Kubler-Ross, eventually
accepting his own death with spiritual wisdom and equanimity.

11:00 AM BRUNCH & LEARN

AFTERLIFE JOURNEY

OF THE

SOUL

IN

JEWISH MYSTICISM

Today many are unaware of Jewish wisdom on life after death. This presentation explores
Judaism’s afterlife teachings, particularly in Jewish mysticism, and the practical relevance of
these teachings in dealing with the human encounter with death.

7:30 PM HAVDALAH

JEWISH GHOST STORIES: MYSTERIOUS TALES OF ANCESTORS,
WANDERING SPIRITS AND REINCARNATING SOULS
Through the story-telling traditions of Jewish folk religion we shall enter the invisible worlds
populated by ghosts, lost souls, haunting spirits, dybbukim, and heavenly angelic guides. This
is a family-friendly program (10 years and older).

REB SIMCHA RAPHAEL, Ph.D. is Founding Director of DA’AT INSTITUTE for Death Awareness,
Advocacy and Training, Adjunct Professor in the Department of Religion and Theology of LaSalle
University, and works as a psychotherapist and spiritual director in Philadelphia. Ordained by Reb
Zalman Schachter-Shalomi as a Rabbinic Pastor, he a member of the Rabbis Without Borders Network,
and author of numerous publications including the classic study Jewish Views of the Afterlife.
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Sheldon Kutnick Visiting Scholar:

Simcha Raphael
CBSRZ will be welcoming Simcha
Raphael to Chester for the weekend
of May 3 and 4, when he comes as
the 2019 Kutnick Visiting Scholar,
with a program on Judaism and the
Mysteries of Life, Death and the World
Beyond. Author of Jewish Views of
the Afterlife, Dr. Raphael combines
the vantage points of two traditions,
given his background in Jewish mysticism and Kabbalah, and his doctorate
in Psychology. In his approach he
focuses on the ways in which people
can respond in healthy and functional
ways to the various dimensions of
end-of-life issues. His goal: to help individuals and congregations find ways
of responding to death and bereave-

ment that are grounded in both Jewish
spiritual wisdom and contemporary
understanding.
Over the course of the weekend, from
Friday night on, he will be taking a
variety of approaches to this fascinating, but difficult, subject: presenting a
dvar Torah on themes related to what
we learn from Torah in dealing with
grief and loss; teaching texts on Jewish views of the afterlife with practical
implications for helping people in their
lives; presenting a Saturday evening of
havdalah and "Jewish ghost stories" as
a family program. There will be something of interest for everyone, young
and old alike.

Save the Date Annual Meeting
– June 13 7:00 PM –
It’s that time of year again, when we come together for our
annual meeting to take a look at this past year and see where we
are headed for next year as a Congregation. The official notice
with agenda will follow.
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Kivvun Korner
Celebrating Shabbat with Rabbi Bellows

Bat Mitzvah of Becca
Rosenblum-Jones
When is your bat mitzvah?
June 15, 2019
My Torah Portion is Numbers Parashat Nasso. It is about a man bringing a
woman to the Rabbi because he thinks
she’s cheating. The Rabbi gives her a potion of muddy water to drink and if her
body gets fat she is guilty if she stays the
same she is innocent. A woman could not
bring a man to a Rabbi to question his
faithfulness. I have learned that women do
not have an equal share in life. I learned
that magic has been around forever.

My mitzvah project is helping at
special Olympics gymnastics program.
It meets once a week in Guilford. The
kids have the opportunity to compete in
the winter games. I coached them there
this past February. This is important to
me because I love gymnastics and I want
everyone to have the same opportunities
as I do.
Advice for other kids is don’t stress
yourself to do things you won’t be able to
fit in in time. It will make extra stress for
you and you will resent the process.
I attend Haddam Killingworth Middle
School. For fun I like to do gymnastics,
watch dance moms, hang out with my
friends and pet my puppies.
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Becca Rosenblum-Jones

Bar Mitzvah of
Ben Mercier

Bat Mitzvah of
Danielle Williams

What is your mitzvah project
and why is it important to you?

When is your bar mitzvah?

When is your bar/bat mitzvah?

May 18, 2019

My bat mitzvah is on June 8th, 2019

What is your Torah portion?

What is your Torah portion?

My Torah portion is Emor which is
about the laws concerning the priests.
The priests have to be perfect humans
to make a sacrifice. It says no man who
is blind or lame can make a sacrifice to
God. I do not agree that people need to
be perfect to pray to God. I don’t really
understand it because no one is perfect.

My Torah Portion is B’midbar.

What is your mitzvah project
and why is it important to you?
I am trying to raise money for the Special
Olympics for my mitzvah project. I love
to play sports. The Special Olympics is important to me because I believe everyone
should be able to play sports. The Special
Olympics helps people with mental disabilities compete in sports. This organization shows that people with disabilities
can do anything that other people can do.

What advice do you have for
students who are getting ready
for their bar/bat mitzvah?
Prepare to the best of your ability. The
date creeps up on you.

What school go you go to?
Haddam Kilingworth Middle School.

What do you like to do for fun?
I love to play basketball.

What is your Torah portion
about?
My Torah portion is about when G-d told
Moses to make the Levites in charge of
the Tabernacle of the pact, its furnishing as
well as everything else that pertains to it.
They were to be in charge of carrying the
Tabernacle and all of its furnishings, tend it,
camp around it, take the tabernacle down
when it is to set out and put it up when
it needs to be pitched, and any outsider
should be put to death.They are essentially
the guards of the Tabernacle of the Pact.

What have you learned from
your Torah Portion?
Something that I learned from my Torah
portion is sometimes in life you do not
get to choose on your own. In this case
G-d instructs the Levites to be in charge
of the Tabernacle in some cases that
would be considered an honor, but it also
has its challenges. This is a role that the
Levites were born into, they did not have
a choice.
This past summer I moved because
my Dad is in the military, and just as the
Levites I did not have a choice. Although
moving did have its challenges, just like
the Levities had with the responsibility
of guarding the Tabernacle, I have also
learned that it has its good sides like making new friends and creating new experiences. Sometimes the most challenging
events in our lives can be the most
rewarding and bring the most joy.

My bat mitzvah project is helping the
Denali Foundation and volunteering at ‘Run
the Gauntlet’ an obstacle race that raises
money to help get kids outdoors. Kids will
have the chance to enjoy an amazing camp
experience who otherwise may not be
able to afford it. I connect to this charity
because I have a camp that is extremely
important to me and it is always an amazing
experience. Camp has provided me with
so many good memories and I want other
kids to experience something similar.

What advice do you have for
students who are getting ready
for their bar/bat mitzvah?
Some advice that I have for anyone who
is getting ready for a bar or bat mitzvah
would be to not stress about it because
everything will come together!

What school go you go to?
I go to East Lyme Middle School.

What do you like to do for
fun?
I really enjoy doing sports and hanging
out with my friends and family.

Danielle Williams

Happy Birthday! Yom Huledet Sameach!
JUNE

MAY

Ben Mercier

Bella Fishman

May 4

Molly Cooper

June 2

Rebecca Rosenblum-Jones

May 16

Nina Fishman

June 8

Elijah Pollock

May 19

Ben Mercier

June 16

Krya Brennan

May 23

Leo Seiser

June 23

Orr Teva

June 28

Cantor Belinda

June 20

Morah Tracy

June 21
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Linda Rigono teams up with some Haddam Ukeladies

Deborah Rutty

Deborah Rutty

PICTURE GALLERY

Music & More
presents "Uke Can't
Play Ukes Without
U " Workshop &
Concert

Deborah Rutty

Jumpin' Jim Beloff and his wife Leapin' Liz onstage in concert

Norm Rutty (left) assists instructor Jim Beloff get folks in tune
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Deborah Rutty
Deborah Rutty

Adult Ed and Social Action Committees: Syrian Benefit Dinner for IRIS (Integrated Refugee Immigrant Services). CBSRZ was joined by members of
the local community.

Ed Pinn

Ed Pinn

Will Kneerim of IRIS
introduces Issa and
Aminah Alsaleh,
Manager and Chef.

A feast for Shabbat across
America. Thanks to Ed
and Linda Pinn and the
Shabbatini makers.
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Deborah Rutty

Deborah Rutty

secret
Rabbi Bellows lights memorial candle to honor the anusim, or "forced ones"
Deborah Rutty

Juan Carlos Lopez and
Evelyn Foster, both of
Sephardic descent, light
the menorahs.

Following the Sephardic tradition,
Rabbi Bellows spills drops of wine
representing the ten plagues
into a bucket. Izzi Greenberg
is pictured emptying it into a
symbolic "garden" near the door
and reciting in a loud whisper
"May this go to all of our enemies
and haters. May they create no
suffering for us or for themselves.
Amen"
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Deborah Rutty

Deborah Rutty

Deborah Rutty

Ellen Nodelman tells the history of the expulsion of Sephardic Jews from
Spain and Portugal and the stories of those then forced to convert and hide
their Jewish heritage

Deborah Rutty

Deborah Rutty

seder
Linda Rigono, Jody Wintsch, and Evelyn Foster playfully "whip" each other with green
onions as a reminder of our days as slaves in Egypt

Deborah Rutty

Lori Jubelirer's parents (foreground left) and Audrey Klein (foreground right) sample
appetizers.

Deborah Rutty

Readers Eva Cohen (with her parents, Jeff Cohen and Izzi Greenberg), Michele Kleiman (with Jo-Ann Price on her right) and Amalia Shaltiel telling the stories of contemporary Jews who discovered
their hidden Sephardic roots.

Josie and Merito Elmoznino closely following the service.
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SOCIAL
ACTION

COMMITTEE NEWS

On June 18, You
Can Help The
CBSRZ Blood
Drive
On June 18 from 12:45 to 6pm,
CBSRZ will again host a Red Cross
Blood Drive. In addition to giving
blood, CBSRZ members are asked to
help the Social Action Committee staff
the blood drive, help with administrative tasks, and provide comfort – and
cookies – to donors.
The Red Cross provides 40% of the
blood donated in the United States,
but more supply is always needed as
only 3% of eligible adults donate blood.
Meanwhile, a human patient somewhere needs blood every two seconds.

The guest speakers at the forum were
Michael Song, the father of Ethan Song,
who was killed when a gun not secured
by a neighbor discharged accidentally,
and Dom Basile, an executive committee
member of Connecticut Citizens Defense
League (CCDL), which works with the
National Rifle Association on legislation
in Connecticut. Rabbi Marci Bellows
provided Jewish context for understanding and advocating on the issue, and Andy
Schatz, chair of the SAC, moderated the
discussion. Special thanks to Jody Wintsch
for helping organize the forum.
About 40 people attended the forum,
split evenly between gun control advocates and strident gun activists who
are active leaders of CCDL.
Throughout the discussion, Mr. Song
and Mr. Basile remarked at how often
they agreed – on the need for gun
safety and responsible gun ownership – and ended up shaking hands and
agreeing to work together on some
issues. Discussion among the two
groups of attendees after the forum
found agreement on even more issues.
Following the forum, the board of
directors of CBSRZ authorized Rabbi
Bellows and Schatz to submit public
hearing testimony in CBSRZ’s sup-

port of the bills on safe storage of
guns in houses and vehicles under the
synagogue policy on issue advocacy
adopted in September 2017 (see the
November/December 2017 issue of
The Whole Megillah). The testimony,
which stressed the importance, and
Jewish tradition, of respectful discussion of difficult issues, is available
online at https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/
juddata/tmy/2019HB-07223-R000311Bellows,%20Marci,%20Rabbi-Congregation%20Beth%20Shalom-TMY.PDF.

Izzi Greenberg
To Be New CBSRZ
Social Action
Chair
Effective July 1, Izzi Greenberg will
take over as chair the Social Action
Committee at CBSRZ, as Andy Schatz
steps down after seven years as chair.
Greenberg, who lives in Middletown
with her husband, Jeffrey Cohen, and
their daughters Sadie and Eva, has
chaired and managed non-profit organizations and is currently Executive
Director of the Middlesex Coalition for

To get more information or to volunteer, please contact Linda Rigono at
lrigono@sbcglobal.net.

We CAN Talk –
CBSRZ’s Civil
Discussion of
Gun Control
On March 7, the Social Action Committee sponsored a legislative forum
focused on several proposed “gun
control” bills before the Connecticut
legislature. Proposals included required
safe storage of guns at home and in
vehicles as well as restrictions on
“ghost guns” (guns finished by nonmanufacturers and not given required
serial numbers).
Participants in the Gun Legislation Forum (from left): Dom Basile, Rabbi Marci Bellows, Michael Song, Andy Schatz
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Deborah Rutty

Children, an economic and racial justice
group that works to improve outcomes
for children in Middletown and Middlesex County.
“This is a great development for social
action and CBSRZ,” said Schatz. “I’ve
worked with Izzi for years on community issues in Middlesex County, and
she brings not only commitment but
successful leadership of nonprofits. She
knows how to be an effective force for
social justice and will help CBSRZ progress with our efforts in that direction.”
On May 19-21, Greenberg and Schatz
will attend the Consultation on
Conscience, Reform Judaism’s biennial conference on social justice, in
Washington, D.C., along with Rabbi
Marci Bellows, CBSRZ President Brad
Jubilirer and several other CBSRZ
members. CBSRZ became one of the
first 100 “Brit Olam” (“covenant with
our world”) congregations two years
ago and is looking to expand its work
on social justice initiatives, including
by identifying an area of major commitment over the next few years.
Jubilirer commented: “I am extremely
grateful for the superb leadership Andy
has provided in making Social Action
such a vibrant part of CBSRZ life, and I
am very excited that he is able to pass
the torch to Izzi, who possesses such
insightful, resourceful, and passionate
skills .... the perfect person who can
help our Congregation take the future
steps toward community stewardship
as a Brit Olam Congregation.”
Greenberg noted: "The world needs
much repair, and I'm excited to follow
in Andy's footsteps and work with the
passionate members of the Social Action Committee to do our small part."
Greenberg and Schatz said they look
forward to working closely over the
next few months, with the Social Action
Committee, for a smooth transition.

Syrian Dinner
On March 9, over 80 people attended a
fundraiser for Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services (IRIS) sponsored jointly
by the Social Action Committee and Adult

Our guests and hosts Issa and Aminah and their children (left to right) Amal, Faisal and Retaj

Education Committee.Attendees sampled
food cooked by Syrian refugee (and catering company owner) Aminah Alsaleh and
heard from Aminah and her husband, Issa,
as well as from Will Kneerim, IRIS Director of Employment and Education, about
the real-life plight of Syrian refugees and
the efforts of IRIS to assist. For information
about Aminah's catering service, please
visit https://aminahscuisine.wixsite.com/
catering. For further information about IRIS,
please go to www.irisct.org. See page 15
for more photos.Thanks to Linda Rigono,
a key member of both SAC and AEC for
organizing the event.

Anti-Semitism
Discussion Continues at Meeting
on May 12
The Social Action Committee will meet
at 10:30am to noon on May 12 to
continue discussion of a major social
justice initiative related to anti-Semitism
and racial justice. Please come be part
of the discussion even if you have not
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been involved with previous social action activities.
Following the racist-inspired massacre
at the Squirrel Hill (Pittsburgh) synagogue in October, Rabbi Marci Bellows
has called two synagogue-wide discussions of anti-Semitism and our individual
and collective responses. Over the past
year, SAC has also been discussing a
large unifying project on which to focus
social justice activities. The issue that has
surfaced repeatedly is the connection
between racial justice and anti-Semitism.
“We have a unique opportunity to address successfully both anti-Semitism and
racial justice more generally – and the
connection between them,” noted Andy
Schatz, social action chair. “Our social
action work has always been premised
on the notion, long ago recognized by
Maimonides, that our work in tikkun olam,
helping God repair the world, can indirectly help eliminate anti-Semitism. Now,
that also ties in directly with the response
to attacks on racial justice that we have
seen in recent years.”
The SAC meeting on May 12 will be at
CBSRZ and is open to all.

Open Letter to the Congregation

During the initial capital campaign to build our lovely synagogue, I received an unexpectedly large tax refund. My husband and I decided to add it to our previous donation,
thinking that this investment would be the best one we could make with the money. We
were right. Since then, our kids have had their b’nai mitzvahs, confirmations, and graduated and we have enjoyed many wonderful events and programs.
Unfortunately, we have not been able to be active members of the congregation for the
last five years. Between taking care of my family and my husband’s Lyme disease and
short-term and long-term disability, newer members of the congregation would not recognize us. But this doesn’t mean that the congregation has stopped supporting us, even
if we are not physically present. We watch streaming services when my husband is not
strong enough to go to services. We get phone calls and cards for events that happen
in our lives. We know that we may be sitting shiva in the near future and are comforted
knowing that we have a rabbi, Chesed committee, and a building in which we can
observe all of our life cycles.
Our congregation is lucky to have so many talented and dedicated members who volunteer long hours to help provide such a vibrant, secure, and supporting place to worship.
We will all benefit from their hard work and our donations. I strongly urge those members who might not feel as connected to the congregation as they wish to support the
Capital Campaign for Our Second Century. I look forward to worshipping together in a
sound, secure and beautiful building.

Karen Cheyney
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R E M E M B R A N C E
Memorial Plaques
Nissan 26, 5779 to Iyar 26, 5779
Abraham Abramowitch
Estelle Salowitz Alcon
Anna Axelrod
Gertrude Baron
Harold Baron
Max Baron
Sam Baron
Sidney Baron
Charles Bernstein
Ida Bittman
Helen Bloom
Anna Cooperstock
Esther B. Divins
Ruth Elgart
Eva Fast
Ghers Fisher
William Baer Friedman
Lillian Fuchsman
Sarah Hilda glazer

Yahrzeits

Millie Goldfarb
Rose Greenberg
Sam Harris
Sam Horowitz
Gussie Kleinberg
Max Kurfirst
Mary Elgart Land
Shirley Lebert
Evelyn Levine
Alfred LeWitt
Morris Navasky
Seymour Pivnick
Max Rischall
Nathan Ritter
Esther Ronor
Rebecca Rosenberg
Hilda Rosenthal
Philip Shaftel
Louis Shenkman
Nathan Simson
Barney Smith
Joseph Solomon

Nissan 26, 5779 to Iyar 26, 5779

Estelle Salowitz Alcon – mother of Hyla Alcon Cohen
Catherine Androccio – mother of Carol LeWitt
Jay Bellows – grandfather of Rabbi Marci Bellows
Ida Bittman – aunt of Phil Rischall
Helen Bloom – mother of Lary Bloom
Thomas Ray Bowin – father of Jackie McKown
Carlyn Censer – mother of Gay Clarkson
Irving Cohen – loved one of Solomon Tilles
Jennie Dietch – mother of Susan Peck
Betty Drilich – cousin of Johanna Schaefer
William Baer Friedman – husband of Ellen Friedman
Lillian Fuchsman – mother-in-law of Maxine Leichtman
Goldie Glassman – grandmother of Ron and Rich
Glassman
Faye Goldstein – mother of Heather Schwartz
Jennie Gugenheim - great-grandmother of Gail Feld
Dennis Hersh – friend of Sandy Seidman
Sam Horowitz – grandfather of Sheila Friend Byrne
Lena Jacobs – mother of Stephen Jacobs
Mitzi Krasner – mother of Roni Berson Weiner
Robert Lebovitz – father of Alisa Lebovitz
Alfred LeWitt – relative of Carol LeWitt
Barry Lindenman – uncle of Seth Lindenman
Abraham Melter – grandfather of Laura Roman
Jessica Cohen Melter – grandmother of Laura Roman
Marilyn Meninsky – mother of Daryl Meninsky
Selma Meyers – mother of Arthur Meyers
Samuel Michael – uncle of Sally Michael Pomerantz
Bennet “Ben” Millstein – loving companion of Roni
Berson Weiner
Bennet Pearl – uncle of Charles and Susan Savitt
Morton Pepper – father of Andi Pepper Jacobs
Gloria Betty Peterson – mother of Pam Crair
David Pinn – father of Ed Pinn
Harvey Redak – husband of Justine Redak and
brother of Danny Redak
Max Rischall – grandfather of Phil Rischall
Miriam Rosenblum – grandmother of Debra
Trautmann
Roger “Sonny” Rubinow – father of Laurie Rubinow
Morley Safer – husband of Jane Safer
Ceila Savitt – grandmother of Charles and Susan
Savitt

Herman Sondak
Mollie Spatz
Allen Storch
Louis Taubman
Si Taubman
Dora Weiner
Nathan Weiner
Samuel Wilkes
Edward Yudkin

Memorial Plaques
Iyar 27, 5779 to Sivan 27, 5779
Gertrude Adler
Sol M. Ansell
Joseph Axelrod
Rose Banner
Melvin Baron
Abe W. Bloom
Emily Seward Boro
Jacob Britt
Lena Buchzeiger
Blanche Chaplick

Franz Chaplick
Morris Eisenstein
Sam Fast
Lena Frankel
Katie Furst
Harry Goldstein
Loretta Goldstein
Meyer Goldstein
Belle Greenberg
Philip Greenberg
Mildred Greenwald
Elizbeth Gwillim
Minnie Horowitz
Morton Ilberman
Odette Jubelirer
David Klar
Sadie Leiman
Sophie LeWitt
Libby Lieber
Abe Lisnick
Jack Michael
Henry Miller

David Schaefer – father of Johanna Schaefer
Shifra Scholer – friend of Jonathon and Mary
Samburg
Philip Shaftel – father of Maxine Leichtman
Hennie Sherman – wife of Arthur Sherman and
mother of Doug Sherman
Barney Smith – father of Susan Furman and Martin
Smith
Allen Storch – father of Liz Storch
Rita Sumner – sister of Steve Nadler
Si Taubman – husband of Sharon Taubman
Cindy Tilles – daughter of Solomon Tillis
Peggy Tunick – dear friend of Jonathon and Mary
Samburg
Joanne Viator – mother of Emily Merriam
Dora Weiner – mother of Eva Davis
Nathan Weiner – brother of Eva Davis
Samuel Wilkes – father of Dan Wilkes
Randy Zarnowski – sister of Jody Wintsch

Yahrzeits

Iyar 27, 5779 to Sivan 27, 5779

Gertrude Adler – grandmother of Sally Michael
Pomeratz
Sidney Baras – father of Steven Barasz
Florette Belport – mother of Barbara Davis
Estelle Siker Bernstein – mother of Joel Bernstein
Herbert Bernstein – father of Judy Peritz
Abe W. Bloom – father of Lary Bloom
Emily Seward Boro – close friend of Stephen and Clo
Davis and wife of Gilbert Boro
Meyer Breslow – father of Abe Breslow
Lena Buchzeiger – sister of Estelle Breslow
Morton Lowell Crair – father of Michael Crair
Ruth Crair – mother of Michael Crair
Sam Davis – grandfather of Stephen Davis
Lois Dietch – sister of Susan Peck
Morris Dietch – father of Susan Peck
Paul Ehrenwald – father of Melanie Greenhouse
Morris Elkin – grandfather of Robin Freeman
Michaella Feld – mother of Gail Feld
Harvey Fishman – husband of Myra Fishman
Diane Gibralter – mother of Phyllis Ross
Max Ginsberg – grandfather of Marlene Scharr
Howard Gold – father of Elizabeth Drobiarz

Please remember to inform either Beth Brewer or Shelley Sprague, co-chairs of the Chesed Committee, if you or
someone you know is ill, in need of help, or has experienced a death in the family...
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Samuel Miller
Isadore Needelman
Albert Pear
Louis Proctor
Howard Cutler Redak
Isadore Romanoff
Max Rosenberg
Nathan Rosenberg
Esther Rotfuss
Samuel Sacks
Morris Saltzman
Dr. Harold Samuels
Israel Samuels
Marjorie Schneller Dewitz
Abraham Seidman
Frances Shenkman
Jack Sivin
Harvey Turkel
Milton Weiner
Frances Weinstein

Harry Goldstein – father of Jackie Hastings
Esther Gordon – mother of Elaine Gordon
Belle Greenberg – mother of Jackie Wolff
Philip Greenberg – father of Jackie Wolff
Mildred Greenwald – dear friend of Maxine
Leichtman
Elizabeth Gwillim – wife of Lary Bloom
Bernard Hornung – father of Rick Hornung
Minnie Horowitz – grandmother of Sheila Friend
Byrne
Morton Ilberman – father of Barry Ilberman
Odette Jubelirer – mother of Brad Jubelirer
David Klar – father of Iris Klar and dear friend of
Maureen Layman
Sophie LeWitt – mother-in-law of Carol LeWitt
Ellie Linden – daughter of Larry and Dana Linden
Nathan Meyers – father of Arthur Meyers
Jack Michael – father of Sally Michael Pomerantz
Henry Miller – father of Sue Levine
Samuel Miller – uncle of Ellen Friedman
Sarah Palmer – grandmother of Peg Palmer
Rose Pollock – mother of Anne Pollock
Howard Cutler Redak – brother of Danny and Harvey
Redak
Frances Ulrich Rickard – mother of Nancy Schwam
Raymond Rickard – stepfather of Nancy Schwam
Fanny Saffir – grandmother of Ron and Rich
Glassman
Albert George Samburg – father of Jonathon
Samburg
Dr. Harold Samuels – father of Palmer MorrelSamuels
Esther Levine Schaefer – mother of Johanna Schaefer
Mike Schatz – father of Andy Schatz
Reba Schwam – mother of Elias Schwam
Rose Meyers Schwartz – sister of Arthur Meyers
Abraham Seidman – father of Sandy Seidman
Louis Sherman – father of Linda Pinn
Alan David Spargo – husband of Barbara Spargo
Amy Sullivan – wife of Bruce Josephy
Elinor Tillis – wife of Solomon Tilles
Harvey Turkel – father of Robin Freeman
Adam Weissman – brother of Laura Roman
Martin Yavener – cousin of Barbara Spargo

...Our Chesed Committee is here to help.

MAY

26 Nissan26 Iyyar,
5779

2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1

26 NISSAN

4:15pm - 5:45pm Kadima
(Gr 4-7)
7:00pm Erev Yom Hashoah
Service at TBT

5

30 NISSAN

6

1 IYYAR

9:30am - 10:15am Hatchala
9:30am - 12:00pm Kadima
11:00am The Prophets (Library)
12:00pm - 1:30pm Gesher

12

7 IYYAR

13

8 IYYAR

MOTHER'S DAY

14 IYYAR

20

15 IYYAR

9:30am - 10:15am Hatchala
9:30am - 12:00pm Kadima (Gr
K-7)/Mock Wedding
11:00am The Prophets
(Library)

26

21 IYYAR

11:00am The Prophets (Library)

2 IYYAR

14

9 IYYAR

8

3 IYYAR

2

27 NISSAN

YOM HASHOAH

21

16 IYYAR

22 IYYAR

28

23 IYYAR

3

28 NISSAN

SATURDAY
4

29 NISSAN

5:30pm Religious Affairs
Committee

Kutnick Scholar-in-Residence
Weekend: Rabbi Simcha
Raphael, PhD: Judaism and the
Mysteries of Life, Death and the
World Beyond
9:00am Holy Scrollers

9

10

11

4 IYYAR

EREV YOM HA'ATZMAUT YOM HA'ATZMAUT

5 IYYAR

6 IYYAR

4:15pm - 5:45pm Kadima
(Gr 4-7)
6:00pm - 7:30pm Adult B'nai
Mitzvah

12:00pm - 1:00pm Lunch
and Learn
7:00pm Board of Directors

5:45pm Abbreviated Service and 9:00 am Holy Scrollers
Shabbat At-Home Dinners
10:30am 2nd Saturday Shabbat
Service
7:30pm Comedy Tonight

15

16

17

10 IYYAR

22

17 IYYAR

No coffee hour with Rabbi
Bellows this week.

27

FRIDAY

Kutnick Scholar-in-Residence
Weekend: Rabbi Simcha
Raphael, PhD: Judaism and the
Mysteries of Life, Death and the
World Beyond
6:30pm Dairy Potluck Dinner
7:30pm Erev Shabbat Service

11 IYYAR

10:00am Coffee Hour with Rabbi 4:15pm - 5:45pm Kadima
B @ Simons
(Gr 4-7)
3:00pm SSKP Board meeting
6:00pm - 7:30pm Adult B'nai
Mitzvah

9:30am - 12:00pm Kadima
9:30am - 10:30am Rabbi's
Book Club
10:30am - 12:00pm Social
Action Committee
11:00am The Prophets (Library)
3:00pm - 5:00pm Main Street Art
Reception
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7

10:00am Coffee Hour with Rabbi
B @ Simons
5:45pm Facilities Meeting
7:30pm Cemetery Association
Meeting

THURSDAY

29

24 IYYAR

10:00am Coffee Hour with Rabbi
B @ Simons

23

18 IYYAR

24

19 IYYAR

7:00pm Executive Committee

7:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service

30

31

25 IYYAR

7:30pm Erev Shabbat Service
with Piano

22

12 IYYAR

7:30pm Erev Shabbat Service

26 IYYAR

18

13 IYYAR

9:00 am Holy Scrollers
10:30am Shabbat service and
bar mitzvah of Benjamin Mercier

25

20 IYYAR

9:00 am Holy Scrollers

JUNE

27 Iyyar27 Sivan,
5779

2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

27 IYYAR

9:00 am Holy Scrollers

2

28 IYYAR

3

29 IYYAR

11:00am CBSRZ Cemetery
Dedication Ceremony at
Fountain Hill
11:00am The Prophets
(Library)
4:00pm - 6:00pm Books &
Bagels: author Lary Bloom's
"Sol LeWitt: A Life of Ideas"

9

6 SIVAN

13 SIVAN

10

7 SIVAN

20 SIVAN

11:00am The Prophets (Library)
5:00pm Annual community
picnic and concert

30

5

2 SIVAN

11

8 SIVAN

12

9 SIVAN

10:00am Coffee Hour with Rabbi
B @ Simons
3:00pm SSKP Board meeting

17

14 SIVAN

11:00am The Prophets
(Library)

23

1 SIVAN

NO Coffee Hour with Rabbi
Bellows today
5:45pm Facilities Meeting

10:30am Confimation and
Shavuot Morning Service
11:00am The Prophets
(Library)

16

4

18

15 SIVAN

19

16 SIVAN

6

3 SIVAN

21 SIVAN

25

22 SIVAN

26

23 SIVAN I

10:00am Coffee Hour with
Rabbi B @ Simons

26 SIVAN

23

8

5 SIVAN

6:30pm Dairy Potluck Dinner
9:00 am Holy Scrollers
7:30pm Erev Shabbat Service
10:30am Shabbat service and
honoring our graduating Seniors bat mitzvah of Danielle Williams
7:00pm - 10:30pm Tikkun Leil
Shavuot Adult Learning Event

13

14

10 SIVAN

11 SIVAN

15

12 SIVAN

6:00pm - 7:00pm Board of
Directors
7:00pm - 8:00pm Annual Congregational Meeting

7:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service

9:00am Holy Scrollers
10:30am Shabbat service
and bat mitzvah of Rebecca
Rosenblum-Jones

20

21

22

17 SIVAN

27

24 SIVAN

7:00pm Executive Committee

11:00am The Prophets (Library)

4 SIVAN

5:30pm Religious Affairs
Committee

10:00am Coffee Hour with
Rabbi B @ Simons
12:45pm - 6:00pm Red Cross
Blood Drive

24

7

18 SIVAN

19 SIVAN

7:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service

9:00am Holy Scrollers
10:30am Shabbat service and
bar mitzvah of Leo Sieser

28

29

25 SIVAN

7:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service

26 SIVAN

9:00am Holy Scrollers
10:30am Shabbat service and
bat mitzvah of Ella Connelly

55 East Kings Highway
PO Box 438
Chester, CT 06412

The Whole Megillah
may be viewed
in color on the web at
www.cbsrz.org

Many thanks to these recent Oneg sponsors:
Joel & Marcy Saltzman
Melinda Alcosser & Pat Smith

Brad & Lori Jubelirer
Phyllis & Herb Ross
Mavens

Shelley Sprague & Steven Barasz
Adult Education Committee

